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Dates for your diary  

10th September Chorlton Voice Meeting 7.30  Chorlton Library with 

speaker Phillip Gay Chorlton Foodbank 

20-28th September Arts Festival,  

21st September Co-op Cluster 10.30 11.30am  Rooms above Hardy 

Lane Co-op store 

26th September Public Meeting Re Co-op Funeral Home at             

Oswald Rd School at 7pm  

24th October Victoria Baths tour and afternoon tea 1pm 

12th November Chorlton Voice Meeting 7.30  Chorlton Library with 

speaker Chris Peacock Community Land Trust 

 

The Chorlton Voice Meeting will be on Tuesday 10th September 

at Chorlton Library at 7-30pm Guest speaker will be Phillip Gray 

from Chorlton Foodbank. Come and find out why these 

foodbanks are a much needed necessity today in providing three 

days emergency food. 

“The foodbank was there when we really 

needed it, it was an absolute lifeline.” 

Don’t Forget 

20-28th 

September 

In association with  

https://chorlton.coop/ccc-register
https://chorltondidsbury.foodbank.org.uk/


Chair’s Introduction Did you know that September 21st is European Sustainable Communities day? Sustaonable 
Communities day is a celebration of local communities taking action for a better, more sustainable world. On this 
day people are encouraged to get together, locally, and take action for a more sustainable future, in any form 
whatsoever (see www.sustainable-communiyties.net and #EDSC). This isn’t just about climate action, although 
clearly, taking action over climate change is important for a sustainable future. It is also about making sure the 
economy works, locally, and helping to retain and extend social networks, bringing people together for conviviality 
and sharing. So, shopping locally and supporting local businesses is a part of this. So are the community get-
togethers – the play  streets, Great Get Togethers, clean air street closures, community gardens and allotments, 
clubs and societies – all the things that help make Chorlton thrive and be a good place to live. Not everyone, 
though, feels a part of things, and it is up to us all to make sure people feel welcome, and to go out of our way to 
include people who aren’t already involved in anything that is going on. A new group this year, Chorlton Connect-
ed, aims to make Chorlton a kinder, more connected place – so if you’d like to get involved in this, contact 
Nick.Dixon2017@outlook.com. 

It is great to see so many people taking an active interest in the developments that are going on in Chorlton, 
whether these be in relation to Ryebank Fields, the Coop Funeral Home, The White house in the park or the Pre-
cinct (have you noticed its smart new signage? .Either the precinct’s owners (GM Pension Fund) or agents are try-
ing to cement its name as Chorlton Cross.  We’ll have to see if this catches on (I suspect it will still be known as the 
Precinct, locally). Two things recur in meetings and discussions I have been a part of, across all these develop-
ments, and these are the need for public realm space and for workspace. Although we are lucky to have an abun-
dance of outdoor public space in, for example, our parks, the meadows, the river, the ees, and the community gar-
den, there is a distinct lack of indoor public realm.  There is also a lack of space for small businesses and start-ups – 
particularly important s so many enterprising people are starting their own businesses, many of which are for com-
munity benefit. We will need to push for both public realm and workspaces whenever we can if we want Chorlton 
to truly be a sustainable community. September, though, also brings us the Arts and Book Festivals, running in par-
allel this year. These two events, bringing local talent to share, experiences to enjoy and new things to learn, con-
tribute in no small measure to the social aspects of sustainable communities – I hope you find something of inter-
est to see or hear, or places to go to meet new people and discover new things. We all deserve a stimulating au-
tumn after our scorching then soggy summer. 

Carolyn Kagan chair@chorltonvoice.org  0161 881 6887 

Planning News 

A planning application has been submitted to change the use of the former Bank of 

Scotland premises at 464 Wilbraham Road to Retail and Hot Food Takeaway on the 

ground floor with offices above. We welcome the reuse of this prominent building. 

It is disappointing that another takeaway is proposed, but it appears to comply with 

the Council's policies against over-concentration of these uses. 

An application has been submitted for a five storey building and a three storey building to accommodate 39 no. 

apartments at 419 - 421 Barlow Moor Road (between Leon's and the petrol station). 

New proposals have been submitted for two three storey dwellings at 105 Hardy Lane, as an extension to the 

Chorlton Villas development. A previous application was refused as encroachment on the Green Belt. The new 

application is designed to avoid any encroachment. 

All planning applications can be viewed on the Council's website [https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/ online-

applications]. You can search by address, postcode or map, or look at applications in each ward by week or month. 

Comments can also be submitted on-line, but bear in mind that the Council can only take account of specific issues 

and not private property matters. Their decisions have to be based on their adopted policies. 



Chorlton Coop Cluster 

There have been cooperatives working in Chorlton for a long time. The 

Coop food store at the corner of Hardy Lane and Barlow Moor Road left 

has been a Coop shop for over 80 years - probably the record holder in 

Chorlton with the longest continually trading business in one place. And 

Chorlton is home to Unicorn, one of the best known and most 

successful worker cooperatives in the UK - owned and run by its 

employees and passionately loved by its customers. 

Above the Hardy Lane coop store are rooms shared by various community groups - one of the last remaining ‘coop 

halls’ in the country. It’s here where the Chorlton Coop Cluster meets, every two months for just an hour on a 

Saturday morning (Photo above Julys meeting). We discuss and organise ways for cooperatives and coop members 

to make a difference in Chorlton. That includes making sure that the Coop itself lives up to its promise as a big 

business run for its members, not for profit. 

That’s why we are campaigning to make sure that local people have a say in what happens to the Co-op 

Funeralcare building - the old Gaumont cinema - when it is sold. Working with Councillor Eve Holt and the 

Chorlton Community Land Trust - another cooperative, we’re determined to make sure the site fulfils its potential 

as a shared community asset. Shaun Fensom  

Full details of our meetings and activities, and you can join our mailing list at: https://chorlton.coop 



Co-op Funeralcare Home Update  

 

The future of the Co[op funeral home is still in abeyance 

Manchester Council has confirmed  that the City Council has 

accepted Chorlton Community Land Trust Ltd, nomination 

that the building should be included in the list of assets of 

community value.as valid and will now proceed to decide 

with the decision which will be made by 03 September 

2019. 

 

The funeralcare home formerly The Gaunmont was the first 

place Bee Gees played live when just kids living in Chorlton. 

Thanks to George Cieslik for photos  

 

 

Anyone interested in the future of this building there is a Co-
op cluster meeting. on Saturday 21st September at 10.30 - 
11.30 Co-op Rooms above Hardy Lane Co-op store and a 
public meeting on 26th September at Oswald Rd School at 
7pm  

Great Get Together For Chorlton Voice  
Members of Chorlton Voice enjoyed a social evening together with great 
food drinks and company ! The star of the evening was Ida Bradshaw gave 
interesting talk about her perfume bottles. Ida explained about how Mae 
West was the inspiration and the figure of Elsa Schiaparelli female silhouette 
for her Shocking perfume bottle. Elsa was hired to design costumes for 
West's 1937 film Every Day's a Holiday, the Paris based couturier would not 
travel to Hollywood and West could not travel to Paris. A solution was 
reached whereby a torso based on West's measurements was sent to Schia-
parelli's Paris workshop. The resulting perfume bottle pictured is as an iconic 
representation of both Mae West and Elsa Schiaparelli, although 
Ida didn’t have the iconic shaped one in her collection but she 
did have a small bottle of it.   

https://chorlton.coop/ccc-register
https://chorlton.coop/ccc-register
https://blog.fidmmuseum.org/.a/6a01156f47abbe970c0120a548052e970c-pi


 

 

 

Seven members from Chorlton voice enjoyed a trip round 

Robinsons Brewery  in the heart of Stockport. Family owned 

for almost two centuries, and owning around 260 tenanted 

and managed pubs, inns and hotels across the North West, 

‘Robinsons’ is one of oldest and most respected names in 

British brewing history. 

The tour started off in the reception area where there is also a bar 

and restaurant before heading up five storeys to see the latest 

modern brewing and labour saving techniques. As the day we 

went it was rather hot and could just imagine what it would 

have been like for two men having to be inside the brewing 

vats scraping them out. 

The tour was thankfully all downhill after that although a 

good view over Stockport was to be had from the top of the 

building built on the site of the original Unicorn Pub in Hill-

gate Stockport. 

After the tour you can try three 1/3 pints of ale or buy a 

bottle with your tokens included in the entrance price if you 

are over 18. 

TROOPER is a Premium British Beer inspired by the band 

Iron Maiden and handcrafted at Robinsons Brewery. Band 

vocalist Bruce Dickinson a real ale enthusiast helped de-

velop the beer. 

TROOPER takes its name from the Iron Maiden song 

which itself was inspired by the famous Charge of the 

Light Brigade. 

If you are lucky you get to meet the famous Robinsons 

Shire horses  they are amongst the few still working in the 

brewing business sadly the  horses were on holiday just 

down the road at the Davenport Arms in Woodford when 

we visited. 

https://www.robinsonsbrewery.com/pubs-inns-and-hotels/find-a-pub/a-e/davenportarms


Created under the auspices of the Manchester 
Group of the Victorian Society to mark its 
jubilee, the Dictionary of Greater Manchester 
Architects (DGMA) is a database providing 
biographical information and details of 
commissions awarded for all architects known to 
have been born, trained, lived, or worked in 
Greater Manchester between 1800 and 1940. 

The resource is searchable by name or location of architect, practice, or 
building. Architects based in the Greater Manchester area have their 
known works catalogued as fully as possible; Details of architects based 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom are included insofar as their 
commissions relate to the Greater Manchester area. 

Likewise, the works of architects who were born or trained in Manchester but 

practiced elsewhere in the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth, and the USA 

are less comprehensively catalogued The DGMA does not claim to be 

definitive, nor does it attempt to make value judgments. Its purpose has been 

to assemble known published data in a searchable form easily available to all 

and to provide a key to further research. DGMA is a work in progress and 

additional biographical information is being added.  

 

After being sent the link for l had a little look through the building search on the 

database for ones with interest to Chorlton l came across the Masonic Hall on 

Edge lane pictured right in its heyday and more recently l  believe that it has 

now been converted to flats. Read Andrew Simpsons blog What we are losing, 

........ the old Masonic Hall on Edge Lane as once these fabulous buildings are 

gone we will never replace them like the were the cost is too much. 

chorltonhistory.blogspot.com/2013/04/what-we-are-losing-old-masonic-hall-

on.html. 

Not all the architecture is buildings as in this case is the grave of John Ryland's 

(bottom right) in Southern Cemetery. John had built many fine buildings in 

Stretford just over the border. Although Longford Hall is not on the list that was 

another great building that was lost. 

Another Chorlton Building is the Temperance Billiard Hall now the Wetherspoons 

Pub the Sedge Lynn next to the Co-op funeral home formerly the Gaunmont 

which is under threat from development plans. 

Top photo is the iconic Victoria Baths on Hathersage Rd  Chorlton  on Medlock as 

opposed to Chorlton cum Hardy. The baths won the first BBC Restoration 

Programme in 2003. In 19823 Barry recorded his solo Album  Now Voyager with 

scenes shot at Victoria baths which is just three miles from his former Chorlton 

Cum Hardy home. Chorlton Voice 

have organised a trip to the 

baths on Oct 24th at 1pm with a 

cream tea to follow contact Cath 

Brownhill on more  details  

 

cath
erin
e.br
own
hill
@nt
lwo
rld.c
om 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7XhmYm-F7Cc/UVwOaoNJ-GI/AAAAAAAARyQ/xu31gYhA3gI/s1600/Adge.jpg


Chorlton Voice Open Meeting– Chorlton-cum-Hardy Library  

Minutes of Chorlton Voice Meeting:  Tuesday 9th July  2019 

21 Present. Apologies from Terence McNichol, Wendy Hodkinson, Diane Moss, Gwenda Watson, 
Councillors. 

Minutes: Carolyn Kagan 

Talk: MASH Manchester Action on Street Health 

We were pleased to welcome Janelle Hardcastle from MASH, who gave an inspiring talk about the work 
of MASH, which aims to make women involved in sex work (prostitution) more empowered, safer, and 
healthier. The 600 women helped by the project face a number of issues, including homelessness, 
mental ill health, trauma, addictions, job barriers, and violence at home or on the streets. The two main 
parts of the project are (i) outreach, including a mobile drop-in van,  and (ii) the drop-in centre, which 
provides support and a safe place for women to talk. MASH offers health checks and a needle exchange, 
with the aim of reducing harm, as well as specialist nurse and caseworker services. The project works in 
close partnership with other agencies in Greater Manchester, including the Big Change, Manchester 
Homelessness Partnership, GM Police, Universities, a wider network of small charities (including the 
Men’s Room which offers similar support to male sex workers). Together they are trying to enable the 
women to have a voice and shape policies and services. To do all of this they receive funding from a 
number of sources but are continually needing to raise funds. Janelle read us a number of quotes from 
women who had been involved in MASH, attesting to the value of the project and the ways in which their 
lives have been transformed. In the future MASH hope to make more contact with women working 
alone, often in their homes, and facing particular sets of risks. Janelle was warmly thanked and collection 
for MASH was made. 

Matters arising from the Minutes of Meeting May 14th 2019 

Great Get Together on May 23rd – we held a stall, mainly to promote the Arts Festival, and there was a 
lot of interest. We asked people to place stickers on their favourite places in Chorlton, and a wide range 
of places were chosen. We also asked what people would like to see in Chorlton and the most popular 
things were (as usual)  community arts and meeting places. 

Open Gardens, June 30th – over £10,000 was raised 

Treasurer’s report 

We have approx.. £940 in the CV fund and £1,100 remaining in the Arts Festival fund. 

Planning 

The former RBS building on Wilbraham Rd: planning application made for ground floor retail and hot 
food takeaway, with counselling/therapy rooms above. 

Ryebank fields update: the development framework has now been published. It includes a requirement 
to work with  properly and legally constituted community groups. It also proposes 120 residential units 
across two parts of the site, separated by the Nico Ditch: (i) southern plot accessed by Ryebank Rd with 
capacity for 30-40 large family homes; (ii) northern plot accessed from Ryebank Rd/Longford Rd with 
higher density mixed housing with capacity for 70-80 2,3,4 bed homes. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Co-op Funeral Home update: The Chorlton Coop Cluster public meeting on 4th July 
was well attended. Representatives of the Coop Property and Community 
Engagement teams were present. Whilst expressions of interest for the site have 
already been requested it was stated that the site had not been sold. After 
presentations and discussion, two conclusions were reached: (i) a bid form the 
community should be made and the Chorlton Community Land Trust would be in a 
good position to lead on this – they will need help in putting  a proposal together; (ii) 

the Coop would give some time for the community bid to be made – the rep. could not confirm how 
much time would be given but it was suggested that 6 months minimum would be required. 

It was noted that the Bee Gees fan club may be a source of funding to save the building because if its 
connection with the Bee Gees. Barry Gibb has been informed of the impending sale. 

Arts Festival update 

We have received £1500 in sponsorship so far. Sponsors include APL Property, Redeemer Church, HLF 
Berry. 

We now have three patrons: Jason Manford (Chorlton born and raised comedian), Lip Service (local 
comedy duo Maggie Fox and Sue Ryding), Stephen Raw (local textual artist and designer). 

The website is live and open for submission requests from artists and from venues. There is also a place 
for sponsors, partners and volunteers to sign up. See http://chorltonartsfestival.org/join/ 

Events 

Robinson’s Brewery trip on 17th July  

Bring and Share Social, Library Community Room – August 13th 

September 10th   Full meeting - Talk by Phil Day  about the Food bank 

Any Other Business 

Age-friendly Whalley Range and Chorlton would welcome a Chorlton based volunteer for their steering 
group. Contact Chris Ricard at agefriendlywhalleyrange@gmail.com 

Citizen Assembly, Chorlton High School. Hazel reported on the Citizen Assembly at Chorlton Park High 
School. The event was engaging with different tables around which people circulated to discuss different 
contemporary challenges. 

Other events: 

Coop Cluster meeting at the Coop Hall above Hardy Lane Coop on 20th July 10.30-11.30. All members of 
the Coop welcome 

The Beer Festival, 11-13 July, will include St Clements church being open for a quiet contemplative space. 

St Clements will be holding a Christmas fair, date to be confirmed. 

Defibrillator Training coming up: 

 Monday 22nd July 7-8.30, Bowling Green Hotel 

 Thursday 25th July 10.30-12.30, Library community room – all ages 

Date of Next meeting: August 13th  – Bring and Share; September 10th – full meeting 

Newsletter deadline August 16th – send information or articles to Hazel hazelgibb@yahoo.co.uk 


