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Great to see the Wiggle Manchester Half Marathon in Chorlton! There were plenty of runners from
Chorlton Runners and our photo shows one in action on Manchester Rd after they turned left off
Wilbraham Rd, Cholrton Runners won the women's team competition ie the times of the first 3 female
finishers from each club are added together. The club with the shortest time wins so well done to the
Chorlton Runners Ladies
Chorlton Community Land Trust were
outside the Co-op Funeral home
supporting the runner an also asking for
support for their campaign to save the
building which was formerly
The Gaumont.

What's in your Chorlton Voice

Wishing all our readers a

Chair’s Introduction
Chorlton Voice Open Meeting Minutes

Merry Christmas

Planning
Co-op Funeral Home former Gaumont update

Dates for your diary

Chorlton’s Very Own Community Noticeboard

6th,November Better Buses Campaign, 6.30 at Manchester Art Gallery

Lots going on in Chorlton Park

18th Remembrance Sunday

Chorlton Happy Café

11th Remembrance Day

Doing Buses Differently

12th November Chorlton Voice Meeting 7.30 Chorlton Library with
speaker Chris Peacock Community Land Trust

An hour for an hour…
Declaration of a Climate emergency
Christmas Window display competition

23rd November Co-op Cluster 10.30 11.30am Rooms above Hardy
Lane Co-op store

Victoria Baths Tour

23rd November -1st December is National Tree Planting Week.
23rd November -1st December National Debt Week

Chair’s Introduction
Such a lot seems to have been happening in Manchester in general and in Chorlton in particular. The main achievement of Chorlton Voice over the past few months was to successfully organise and run the Chorlton Arts Festival.
As you can see from the minutes of the last open meeting, over 100 artists took part in 30 local venues, with exhibitions ranging from photography, ceramics, textiles, painting, graphic art, bicycle art, posters and oral history. Bars
and the Edge Theatre all opened their doors to performances ranging from poetry, to performance-on the green, to
hip hop, to afro-Caribbean rhythm bands, to 11-piece brass and wood bands, to electronic music, to acoustic instrumentals, to jazz bands and to small and larger scale singing. We haven’t collated all the feedback yet (many thanks
to those who have sent back feedback forms), but early signs are that those who participated loved the local-ness
of the Festival, the range of venues and artistic forms and the opportunities to discover new places and people.
Very many thanks to the committee, made up not only of Chorlton Voice members but including artists and venue
hosts. Our list of patrons grew as the festival proceeded, and now include Lip Service, Jason Manford, Stephen Raw
and Damon Gough – comedy, performance, visual and textile art, and music all covered!
Loads of people visited the arts festival and not only that, but it seems that the levels of interest in participating in
planning and other developments are at an all-time high, as witnessed by the attendance at public meetings and
consultations. The cycleway consultation, for example, took so long to report back because there had been so many
submissions. But the Council have now published some of the changes to the plan in response to submissions
(although not easy to find – see https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/7699/
manchester_to_chorlton_cycling_and_walking_route_proposals ), but also further information that needs to be
gathered. On the whole there was widespread support for the scheme. The changes they report are:


we are now not providing Copenhagen Style bus stops as part of the scheme. We will look to provide
bus stop by-passes where possible, similar to those already provided on Oxford and Wilmslow Road.



Proposed one-way streets at Ollerton Avenue and Ashley Avenue have been removed from the plans,
following concerns raised by residents.



Traffic modelling of the wider area has been carried out to review concerns over rerouting of traffic due
to proposed banned movements at signalised junctions. There is still some work to complete to fully understand the model.



A review of the proposed banned movements at signalised junctions will now be undertaken. This is to
gauge the predicted impacts on the adjacent road network and, where possible, either eliminate these impacts or mitigate against them by providing traffic management measures on these impacted roads.

Have a look at the revised proposals on the website. This wont be the last we have heard of the cycleway. The
group Walk Ride Chorlton have been beavering away at proposals for walkers and riders away from the main roads
in order to make it a better place to walk and ride. All of these actions will help Chorlton address the climate emergency that has been declared in the City (see later in the newsletter) and offer plenty of opportunities for getting
involved.
Sometimes it seems as if there are not enough hours in the day for everything: similarly there are clearly not
enough weeks in the year for special designated weeks. You will see later on in the newsletter that 23rd November 1st December is national Tree Planting Week. It is also national Debt Week – see https://jubileedebt.org.uk/action/
debtweek for action to be taken in support of the one in four of the people in the UK struggling with debt.
Carolyn Kagan

Co-op Funeralcare Home Update
The future of the Co-op funeral home is still in abeyance Manchester
Council rejected Chorlton Community Land Trust Ltd, nomination that
the building should be included in the list of assets of community value.
the decision was made on 03 September.
This was a huge disappointment to all concerned the good news is that
the Co-op has given us until the 8th November to submit a formal offer
for the site.
Chorlton CLT is now working on a plan that would convert the former
cinema to a community-owned food, drink and arts market, which
would celebrate its unique history as the birthplace of the Bee Gees and
its place in the heart of the community.
The plans also include a new health centre to deliver much needed
capacity for our local GP practice and a long-term goal of creating a car-free
public square on Nicolas Road.
We can only do something better with your help. We want everyone to be part
of our bid to achieve community ownership of our community assets and
improve access to vital public services. Chorlton CLT will be launching a
Cowdfunnding Campaign as soon as every thing is in place.

Dwina Gibb wife of the late Robin Gibb has sent a video message of support to
the those supporting the project.
Chris Peacock Community Land Trust will be speaking at the next Chorlton Voice
meeting 12th November Chorlton Voice Meeting 7.30 Chorlton Library.

The next Co-op cluster meeting. Saturday 23rd November at 10.30 - 11.30 Co-op
Rooms above Hardy Lane Co-op store where l am pretty confident that the
funeral home will be discussed if not sold by this time.

Chorlton’s Very Own Community Noticeboard (not what you think)

Chorlton Connected has developed the idea of the Community Noticeboard. The idea is to hold an open and inclusive event, four times a year (starting last June with the Great Get Together). At these events, people will be able
to come together, talk, have fun, observe and participate in whatever is happening. Each event will also make information available about all the opportunities to meet and take part in something in Chorlton.
The next Community Noticeboard event will take place on Sunday November 17th at the Edge Theatre. It is possible that the nearby part of Manchester road will be closed for the day. Chorlton Voice will be there, so do come
and say ‘hello’. Let us know if you would like to be a part of our ‘stall’ on the day by contacting
chair@chorltonvoice.org. If you would like to offer an activity on the day, please contact Nick Dixon,
nick.dixon2017@outlook.com . In any case, do go along and bring friends, family and neighbours. Chorlton Connected aims to address loneliness, heal divisions and grow kindness, so the more people can come together, the
better
Carolyn Kagan

Lots of things are happening in Chorlton park with lots of opportunities for you to get involved.
Friends of Chorlton Park have announced that there will be a monthly mid-week gardening session to maintain the
community garden in the park. One of the consequences of the austerity policies of the Government is a drastic
reduction in staff available for parks maintenance, which means there are opportunities to get more involved in
your local park. So if you would like to do a spot of gardening – or learn about plants and their upkeep, pop along
to one of the Saturday or Wednesday gardening sessions. See the Facebook page for more details, or signs in the
park for dates https://www.facebook.com/groups/CholtonPark/ or via Twitter @FChorltonPark
There is a proposal to develop a Pétanque (boules) pitch on one of the former bowling greens opposite the White
House. Keep an eye on the Facebook page for progress.
The idea of developing the White House for community use is progressing as well – anyone interested should
contact the Friends group.
By the time of this newsletter going to press the development day to be held on October 19th, 11-1pm will have
happened. But if you have any ideas about what you would like to see in the park, get in touch with the Friends of
Chorlton Park Group.
Chorlton Park Tree Project: The aims of the project is to have more trees in the park to:


Decrease carbon in the atmosphere



Increase habitats for wildlife



Enable the park to continue to facilitate the current variety of activities and potential future activities



Facilitate the activities of our neighbours e.g. the allotments



Enhance the natural beauty of the park

The Friends group has recently had meetings with members of the arboriculture team of the Council and did a
tour of the park, looking at the condition of the trees, identifying where trees needed to be felled and exploring
options for planting more trees. Expect to see some changes in the Park. For details contact the Friends group.

Talking of trees, the best time to plant trees is between November and march and the season kicks off with
National Tree Week from 23rd November – 1st December, with national tree planting day on November 30th – so if
you have a place for a tree, why not get planting! If you would like to take part in a tree planting event, see
information from the Tree Council https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/National-Tree-Week
Carolyn Kagan

Chorlton Happy Café

Another group that brings people together is the Chorlton’s Happy
Café .The meetings are once a month in the comfortable room at the top
of the Horse and Jockey. They start with a relaxed chat , then share a
moment of mindfulness before having a loosely guided discussion with a
different prompt per month. October’s theme was Optimistic October
which offered people a chance to explore direction and purpose in their
lives. Meetings are finished off with thoughts and plans of actions everyone can take to promote happiness and
wellbeing in their own and others’ lives. Whilst there is a sense of purpose and connection in the meetings, there
is also lots of room for laughter and general chat to get to know each other. Follow the Facebook page for details
of forthcoming meetings. https://www.facebook.com/happychorlton/
Carolyn Kagan

Doing Buses Differently – our chance to have a say on improving the bus services
Don’t be bamboozled by the options you may have heard for better buses – it is only
through a Franchise scheme that buses can be brought back into public control!
The long awaited consultation about the re-regulation of buses through a
franchising scheme is now live (see https://www.gmconsult.org/strategy-team/
gmbusconsultation/ ). The consultation runs until January 8th 2020. It is one of those consultations that is
accompanied by long documents (the Consultation document is 152 pages long and the Assessment document a
mere 602 pages long!). We are being encouraged to read at least the consultation document in order to fully
understand the proposals, but in fact the questionnaires do contain relevant detail, so the consultation need not
be as daunting as it first seems.
Special notice: the Better Buses campaign suggest that instead of wading through the questionnaires, responses
are sent in my email. They have a draft email to which you can add your comments at https://
betterbusesgm.org.uk/ourbuses
You can comment on the proposal to re-regulate the buses through a Franchise Scheme in one of the following
ways:


Complete and submit a questionnaire at https://www.gmconsult.org/strategy-team/
gmbusconsultation/



Email a completed questionnaire (either a long or short version) or your comments to
gmbusconsultation@ipsos-mori.com



Post a completed questionnaire or your comments to: Freepost GM BUS CONSULTATION (You do not
need a stamp)

Questionnaires and accompanying documents are available in paper form from the Library. In addition there are
some open sessions, some of which will be over when this newsletter is printed. More may be added at a later
date. Manchester meeting scheduled for after the newsletter is out:
12th November Wythenshawe Forum 11am-6pm – public information event - find out about the consultation
If you need to respond in a different way, or require the consultation materials in a different format, please
contact gmbusconsultation@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk or call 0161 244 1100 to discuss your requirements.
There will also be a public meeting, organised by the Better Buses Campaign, at Manchester Art Gallery on
November 6th, 6.30pm – panel to include Richard Leese, Leader of the Council.

Planning News
An application has been submitted to turn the former Gregg's shop at 561
Wilbraham Road into a laundrette and dry-cleaners.
It is also proposed to use the former Fred's shop at 518 Wilbraham Road as a
bar. The applicants are Fellside Brewery of Cumbria, who operate two bars in
Kendal and Penrith.
West Didsbury And Chorlton Football Club at Brookburn Road have submitted their next application, to
relocation their existing 50 seat spectators stand and to build an additional 50 seat stand. There is no
decision yet on their previous application to increase the number of floodlit games.
There is an application to replace the large advert hoarding on the side of 583 Barlow Moor Road (facing
three banks crossroads) with an illuminated, digital display that will show different adverts every ten
seconds.
All planning applications can be viewed on the Council's website [https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/
onlineapplications]. You can search by address, postcode or map, or look at applications in each ward by
week or month. Comments can also be submitted on-line, but bear in mind that the Council can only take
account of specific issues and not private property matters. Their decisions have to be based on their
adopted policies.

An hour for an hour…
Chorlton Connected wants to increase the opportunities for all residents of
Chorlton to connect with each other and the groups, networks and initiatives
that already exist in the community. To this end they have joined up with MACC
and the Manchester HOUR project to look into developing a Timebank in
Chorlton. Timebanking encourages people to share their time and skills with
each other. Within a Time bank every hour spent helping someone is logged or
‘banked. These hours can be spent on receiving someone’ else’s help. The idea is that whatever the
activity, an hour is worth an hour. So if you have any ideas about, or want to get involved with the
Chorlton Timebank, or Chorlton Connected, contact Tom Waring, HOUR Coordinator, at
Thomas@macc.org.uk or Nick Dixon at nick.dixon2017@outlook.com .

Carolyn Kagan

For the Fallen poem by Robert Laurence Binyon
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Declaration of a Climate emergency – what next for local communities?
On July 12th Manchester city Council passed a motion declaring a Climate
Emergency. The motion was put by Councillors Annette Wright and
Chorlton’s Eve Holt, and was supported by members of Manchester’s
Youth Council.
The motion included a desire for Manchester to become carbon neutral
at the earliest possible date Manchester already has a detailed Climate
Action Plan, which aims for the City to be carbon neutral by 2038, but the
hope is that this will be brought forward. But what is carbon neutrality? Put simply it is the state achieved when
greenhouse gases, particularly carbon dioxide, are net zero – either because they have been eliminated, or because
they have been absorbed through offsetting techniques, like tree planning. A response to the climate emergency,
though, goes beyond energy and greenhouse gases. It includes action at all levels – Government, Councils,
Neighbourhoods, households and individuals.
Manchester Councillors are keen to ensure that the declaration leads to some action. The council will have to take
climate change into account in all its activities and decision making – although what this actually means is unclear.
As part of the action, following the declaration, local Wards are being asked to draw up their own climate action
plans. Chorlton Voice covers three Wards – Chorlton, Chorlton Park and parts of Whalley Range, and we will be
trying to participate in the development of each ward’s plan. In addition we will look at our own group and have
Climate Action as a standing agenda item for Committee meetings.
As a lot of the media publicity states just now, a response to the climate emergency will mean we have to live
differently – live better with less. As far as Chorlton is concerned, thinking about what a sustainable future might
mean, includes involving everyone – whether in families, schools, businesses, community projects, health services,
in fact everywhere, in talking about and thinking about how they can reduce their carbon footprints – including, for
example, transport, food, home insulation, biodiversity, green spaces, clothing, and the three R’s (reduce, reuse
and recycle). It also involves celebrating history, culture and social activities that bring people together.
We can see from this list that there is already a lot going on in Chorlton and one of the first tasks will be to try to
understand the breadth of activities. We will try and report on what is happening in the different parts of Chorlton ,
in the preparation of the Ward Climate Action Plans. Over the last few years we have had a lot of relevant talks, and
may plan some other activities, specifically related to climate action. Elsewhere in the Newsletter you will find
information about other projects relevant to climate action and its aftermath – if we are to live differently, how will
we live? But if you want to get involved further, please contact one of your local councillors.
Chorlton: John Hacking, Matthew Strong, Eve Holt.
Chorlton Park: Joanna Midgley, Mandie Shilton Godwin, Dave Rawson.
Whalley Range: Angeliki Stogia, Mary Watson, Aftab Razaq.
Details of your local councillors can be found at https://democracy.manchester.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?
bcr=1

Carolyn Kagan

The Christmas Window display
competition will be taking place
again this year. Judging will take
palace during the week of 16th
December. Here are some of last
years winning designs.

You now have a bath
with a sponge
Members of Chorlton Voice enjoyed a very
interesting tour round Victoria Baths led by
Tour Guide Catherine below left who is also
Chorlton Voices events planner and speaker
arranger at the bi-monthly meetings.
Chorlton Voice members trialled Afternoon
Cream Tea and Tour which will be offered in
2020 we found very good and value for
money. We were quite amused to eat
Victoria Sponge in Victoria Baths The baths
won the first BBC Restoration Programme
in 2003. The building has seen much
renovation. The next phase of fundraising
and grant applications will concentrate on
restoring the Turkish Baths.
The building is used for various things to raise money for its ongoing restoration, film
nights exhibitions also wedding hire. The baths has also been used in various TV Dramas
like Life on Mars and Peaky Blinders. In 1982 Barry recorded his solo Album Now Voyager
with scenes shot at Victoria baths with actor Leslie Phillip as pictured in the areotone you
can see Peter Topping having a look inside.
Victoria Baths or Manchester's Water Palace as it was referred to and called and hopefully
will be in the future can be hired for allsorts of things go to their website for more details
http://www.victoriabaths.org.uk/

Minutes of Chorlton Voice Meeting: Tuesday 10th September, 2019
22 members present
Apologies: Pat Long, Molly Thonund, Mandie Shilton Godwin, Joanna Midgeley
Minutes: Lindy Newnes
Talk: Chorlton and Didsbury Food Bank
Catherine Brownhill introduced our speaker, Captain Philip Gay, who works with Chorlton and Didsbury Food Bank.
It is over five years since the first operational session of the food bank. Nobody came to that first session, but it
has grown from there, and last year fed 2,048 people in the area, including 700 children. It operates from Chorlton
central church and St Barnabas’.
Gay gave us a detailed and useful talk about the work of the charity. The main problem is storage as they only have
a room of 16 square meters – as one of our members said, this is about the size of a living room in a good sized
house.
Others asked about the number of food banks in the area – there are several, as well as schemes whereby
members contribute small sums of money to obtain food to a greater value, although at least one of those has a
waiting list.
Numbers of people in need are already up by 20% this year from last year, and they include people in work,
summer provision for families who are in receipt of free school meals, and people switching to universal credit or
changing the type of benefit they are entitled to. It is shocking that people in a rich country are not being looked
after by the government.
Carolyn thanked the speaker, and he left with several items our members had brought to the meeting for the food
bank to distribute. They need long life juices, cans of tomatoes, potatoes, fruit and vegetables, toothpaste and
shampoo. No fresh or frozen food as there is nowhere to store it,
We then moved on to the business of the meeting. See above for apologies.
Matters arising from minutes of last meeting
Co-op Funeral Home. The council has turned down the application for the Co-op Funeral home to be classed as an
asset of community value on the grounds that it has been a private business for a number of years.
Representations were made that pubs are also private businesses, but have been classed as assets of community
value, (and arguably a funeral home gives more of a public service than pubs) but this was not upheld.
The Co-op has had a number of expressions of interest in developing the site, and Churchill Homes is the preferred
choice at present. The Chorlton Co-op Cluster and Chorlton Community Land Trust (CLT) have called a public
meeting on Thursday 26th September at Oswald Road school at 7pm, to consider proposals being developed by
the CLT for the site. The meeting is open, but you are asked to register via the CLT website.
Treasurer’s Report
Barry told us that we have £881 in the bank and reminded us that we rely on voluntary donations and that there
was a collecting box coming round for donations.

Planning Applications


Leon’s Fabric Superstore site, Barlow Moor Rd. There are two planning applications for the building
currently known as Leon’s on Barlow Moor Road, and the adjoining land and workshops. The two plans
affect each other adversely and have been returned to the developers for further thought.



The MOT garage site behind the Barlow Moor Road Co-op is to be demolished and a new three
storey office block built. This will affect people living in the adjacent street re view from windows, noise
and extra footfall. There is also an issue re site access as it is narrow and builders would have to park on
the road and take materials in piecemeal which is not satisfactory. Residents have no objection to
development per se, but it needs to work. A meeting of interested parties and developers has been
arranged. The meeting agreed to raise an objection on the above grounds.



West Didsbury and Chorlton Football Club want to increase number of times they use floodlights
from 12 to 30. This is being challenged re light and noise pollution by residents and by David Bishop re
damage to wild life habitats. The club also have applications underway for a new grandstand and car park,
but these have not yet reached submission stage. The meeting agreed to raise objection on the above
grounds.



Chorlton High School South – currently occupying Lowry House on a temporary basis. Pre-application
for a new school to be built between Hough End centre and the Metrolink site. 3 storey, 1200 students.
The pre-planning application was passed in August during school holidays. Urgent need for the school as
the number using the temporary accommodation means health and safety issues will be caused. Work will
start in February. Comments re the plans are invited, but David Rawson, councillor for Chorlton Park
pointed out that the council no longer have any say in school provision which all comes via central
government.



Former Post Box Café site update. The owner has been told that the building has to be demolished
as the approved plans did not match what had been built. He has moved most fitting out but has asked for
retrospective planning permission. Legal entanglements continue. Dave Rawson said that the councillors
are very keen about pursuing this, and things are still moving, albeit slowly.

Chorlton Arts Festival Update
Peter Topping updated us re the Festival, which is to take place from 20-28th September. Sponsorship of £2,000
has been received and has all been used on publicity – leaflets, programmes, bags etc. This is the only funding for
the Arts festival and t will be delivered within budget. There are up to 100 artists taking part, and 30 venues,
including some not usually known as art galleries.
A member noted that Art in the Park will take place on 21st September in Beech Road park, in the afternoon 1.30
onwards, with all invited to join in with drawing and making things. In the past, the youngest participant ever was
13 months old, the oldest 85 years old.
Update on Other Projects
Chorlton Connected. We are now part of Chorlton Connected which wants Chorlton to be a better, kinder and
more connected place. We had the Great Get Together in June, and there is a plan to have another community day
on November 17th, at The Edge Theatre, with that part of Manchester Road perhaps being closed to traffic.
Vital and Viable Chorlton - Chorlton Alliance
We are the conveners of a ‘group of groups’ concerned with Chorlton-as-place. – the Chorlton Alliance. This arose
from the need to share information and maybe take action when the MMU team deliver their Vital and Viable
Chorlton report.

Two meetings of the Alliance have been held and have proved useful for making links and sharing information.
The MMU report has been submitted but the Council are yet to discuss and release the report.
Manchester Climate Emergency Action Plan
Manchester city Council declared a Climate Emergency in July. As part of the actions to be taken, each ward is being asked to develop their own action plan, with opportunities for people to get involved and is a positive move
from the council. Chorlton Voice is participating in local discussions.
Better Buses Campaign
A public consultation will start mid-October. The GMCA has approved the recommendation from Transport for
Greater Manchester to move to re-regulate buses via a Franchise arrangement and this will be the basis of the
consultation. Bus companies want a partnership arrangement, which means they can still dictate services and
costs, and retain profits. Under a franchise scheme, elected members via Transport for Greater Manchester would
determine routes, prices, ticketing and so on, thereby ensuring that essential but low profit services keep running
at a reasonable cost to city residents. Better Buses campaign will be holding public meetings in each of the Greater Manchester LAs – the Manchester meeting will be on November 6th, 6.30 Manchester Art Gallery.
Events
On Wednesday 25th September, Jenny and Cath will be running a defibrillation session at Barlow Moor Community
Centre. October 16th is World Restart a Heart day and Jenny and Cath aim to train 50 people on the use of our defibrillators.
Thursday October 24th is our outing to Victoria Baths. A tour at 1 pm with a cream tea at 2.25pm. £10 per person.
Tuesday November 12th is out next open meeting, with a speaker from the Chorlton Community Land Trust.
Tuesday 10 December is the Christmas party – usual procedure – bring and share food and drink to celebrate another year of Chorlton Voice and a vibrant Chorlton.
Ida pointed out the there will be a Christmas Fair at St. Clements on Saturday 30 November from 11am to 2pm,
with the famous cake stall making its appearance as always.

Co-op Cluster Meeting is at Hardy Lance Co-op 10.30 am 21st September for one hour.
AOB
Our Chair Carolyn Kagan mentioned Government’s Transport Select Committee has produced a report which recommends that parking on pavements be outlawed nationally. Some debate about this, as one solution if cars cannot park, is to make some roads one way. The possibility that this could lead to petrol consumption rising and also
speeding on one way streets was raised. Overall, the mood of the meeting re a potential ban was positive.
It was noted that some demolition of the old Adult education centre in Chorlton park was taking place to be replaced by new facilities for Chorlton Park School.

Date of next meeting: November 12th, 7.00 pm, Chorlton Library community room.
Newsletter deadline December 13th – send information or articles to Hazel hazelgibb@yahoo.co.uk

Carolyn Kagan chair@chorltonvoice.org 0161 881 6887

