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November’s Great Get Together 

Chorlton Connected (which we are a part of) put 

on another community gathering in November a 

the Edge Theatre. Even though the weather was 

particularly foul, lots of people came to talk, get 

to know each other and find out what was going 

on in  Chorlton. The plan is to hold three or four 

Get Togethers a year – so watch out for the next 

one and come along. 

Buses, Buses, Buses 

The consultation about whether to bring the buses back into 

public control and introduce a franchising scheme ends on 

January 8th, which may be after this newsletter arrives. If you 

did not fill in the consultation, it is still worth sending an email to 

gmbusconsultation@ipsos-mori.com. 

Painting of The Gaumont Cinema Chorlton 

from a Black & White photograph from the 

Manchester Archives collection, taken in 

1958. Peter Topping, 



Chair’s Introduction 

 

A very Happy New Year to everyone and welcome to the next decade! I am not 

too sure where the last one went to, but sure as eggs are eggs, Chorlton has 

been and remains a vibrant place to live, work and visit. How vital and viable is 

it though? See the piece below about the report that has just come out about 

Vital and Viable Chorlton. The report seems to miss the essence of Chorlton, 

which are its people – the families, friendships, networks and interest groups, 

as well as the businesses and services that run in the area. So many people give  

time to create opportunities for us to try new things, be entertained, meet oth-

ers in congenial surroundings, buy what we need and generally live our lives as 

best we can. So many people, too, give up their time to making sure that Chorl-

ton retains its distinctive character – both in terms of the buildings and the 

spaces, but also in terms of the projects and services that benefit us all. There 

were some innovations last year. Perhaps most marked, last year, were the 

Great Get Togethers, in the summer and the autumn, that reminded us how 

some of our spaces (Wilbraham road closed to traffic and the Edge Theatre) can 

bring us together; the fantastic work going on in Chorlton Park to protect, re-

store and increase our trees; the creation of the Chorlton Community Land 

Trust, opening the possibility for ensuring land stays for the benefit of the com-

munity, and underpinning the campaign to save and restore the Coop Funeral 

Home for public good; the Save Ryebank Fields campaign that has highlighted 

the importance of our green spaces;  the start of the Cycleway; and the Arts 

and Book Festivals, which brought over 130 artists and 40 venues together over 

a packed week of every kind of art. There are so many other groups and events 

that have enriched our lives, every one of which has local people working hard 

in the background to make them a success.  So, as the year turns, let’s give 

heaps of thanks to those who have worked so tirelessly to interest others in 

their passions, and to open up all the opportunities we have in Chorlton, whilst 

recognising that there is always more we can all do to  ensure that everyone 

feels a part.  Here’s to 2020! 

Carolyn Kagan 



Co-op Funeralcare  

Home Update  

The future of the Co-op funeral home is still in 

abeyance The Chorlton Community Land Trust 

set up a crowdfunding campaign with a total of 

what they thought was an unattainable target of  

£250 thousand in eight days. This was 

surpassed with a day to go and pledges kept 

coming in. The first £100.000 was match 

funded. The Co-op could not meet with their 

committee until 18th of November that gave 

more time to raise money and awareness . The 

target was raised and £360k pledged by 17th 

November and secured support from over 

1,100 investors in just 18 days. Some large 

pledges of £1,000 or more, a lot of pledges 

around the £250 mark and a large number of 

smaller pledges under £100. Most of the money 

has come from UK supporters especially locally 

from around South Manchester, but  also 

received support from Australia, Canada, 

Denmark, Germany, Isle of Man, Japan, Mexico, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Singapore, 

Thailand, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates and the 

United States.     

During this time the was an awful amount of 

media coverage with BBC Northwest, Granada 

Reports. Manchester TV and various local and 

national radio also Australian 7 network which 

included a pre recorded report and a live link on a 

Sunday Morning for weekend sunrise. The 

Australians have Bee Gee Way (left) a 79 meter 

tribute in Redcliffe Brisbane when they used to live 

after emigrated from England in 1958 unveiled in 

2013 with one statue as the age they were at the 

time and another statue as adults added after. The 

Isle of Mann announced that it was planning a 

statue to the brothers for the promenade  to be 

unveiled this year. 

The CCLT took the proposal to the team at Co-operative HQ in Manchester on 18th 
November. They received our proposal with a great deal of interest and were 
amazed by the success of the campaign and the level of public interest. It has really 
given them something to think about and the decision is now going up to the board 
for consideration.  



Review of the Arts festival 

We have undertaken a review of the Arts 

festival that we ran in September. We 

contacted artists, and venues for their 

feedback, and also had some from mem-

bers of the public who had attended 

events. This feedback was really helpful when the Committee sat 

down to consider what we should Keep the next time we organise it; 

what could be Improved; what we should Stop and what we should 

Start (lock at the initials, they spell KISS – so we undertook the review 

with a KISS!) The headline news is that the Festival was a success, 

with people enjoying themselves, finding new places in Chorlton and 

meeting new people. There were 86 events, at 39 local venues, in-

volving well over 100 local artists. . As one person said ‘it lifted the 

community spirit’. However, there we are not complacent and we will 

be using the feedback we got to make some changes to the organisa-

tion next year. The review report will be made available on the Arts 

festival website http://chorltonartsfestival.org/ .                                                                          

There are lots of pictures of the Festival on our Instagram site - 

@chorlton.arts  Next Year’s Festival will be from May 17-24th – so 

save the dates if you can.  If anyone would like to join – or knows of 

anyone who would like to join- the organising committee, please get 

in touch with Carolyn at Chair@chorltonvoice.org . Similarly if you, or 

anyone you know would like to participate in the festival as an artist, 

venue host or volunteer, let me know.  We are particularly keen to 

hear from anyone who would like to put on some classical music per-

formances. 

Carolyn Kagan 



Chorlton Voice Social events 

We had a fascinating visit (and fine afternoon tea) to Chorlton Golf Club (thankyou Cath for 

organising  this) and learned about the history of one of Chorlton’s oldest buildings. Like so much 

else in Chorlton little is left of the original 14 Century building, although there isa  the bay 

window dated 1574, and the first floor oriel window above it still remain. The Tudor –time 

sundial remains too, with its inscription: ‘Lumen me regit, vos umbra’  (I am guided by the sun, 

you by the shade)and there is a lovely sundial that are pretty old. Interestingly, in 1777 the 

Catholic Barlow family line died out and the building and land was taken over by the Egerton 

family – who also bought Hough End Hall and lands round about the same time. As the Golf 

club’s website says: 

“Barlow Hall has special significance for the Catholic community as the birthplace of St Ambrose 

Barlow. Sir Edward Barlow was born at Barlow Hall in 1585 and took the name Ambrose when he 

was ordained as a priest of the Order of St Benedict. He was hanged for his faith at Lancaster 

Gaol in 1641. He was later canonised by Pope Paul VI, as one of the 40 martyrs of England and 

Wales, on October 25th 1970. The ghost of St Ambrose is said to haunt the upper floors of the 

Hall to this day.” 

The nearby St Ambrose church and school  are in honour of this St Ambrose. 

We also held a Christmas Bring-and-Share social in December, which those who came enjoyed, 

both for the company and the fare. The raffle earned Chorlton Voice £44, which will be really 

helpful in the forthcoming year. Carolyn Kagan 

Cycleway Update 

The first phase of the new walking and cycling route 

from Manchester city centre to Chorlton  started on 

Monday 11
th
 November. 

The initial work will focus on the stretch of the route be-

tween Chester Road roundabout to Stretford Road, in-

cluding the creation of an innovative CYCLOPS junction at Royce Road. 

Responding to residents comments during the consultation, segregated cycle lanes will 

be a key element of the project to help keep cyclists safe on the roads and encourage 

more people to choose cycling over their cars. The initial phase will have little impact on 

traffic, as the majority of the work will be to the footpaths, to build in the segregated cy-

cleway.  

 

The work on the CYCLOPS junction at Royce Road will commence in the New Year.  

 

Further review and public engagement sessions are planned to consult on elements of 

the wider route through to Chorlton.  We are told that residents will be made aware of 

these opportunities. Carolyn Kagan 



How vital and viable is Chorlton? 

The short answer is that it is a vital and viable place but that more can be done to ensure it stays that 

way. 

You may remember the project that folk from the Institute for Place management at MMU were doing, 

looking at the vitality and viability of Chorlton that we have previously reported on. The report is 

available on the Council website in the minutes of the meeting at which it was considered – see https://

democracy.manchester.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=3694 . The report makes interesting reading, but I don’t 

think much will come as a surprise to those of us living in the area. The  main focus of the report is on 

what they call the district centre – mostly the area around the Four Banks and the Precinct, although 

they recognise the other centres of activity, each with its own particular culture and facilities  (ie  Beech 

Rd; Barlow Moor Rd between Four Banks and Sandy Lane; Manchester Road from Four Banks to the 

Baths area). There is little recognition of  Barlow Moor Rd from Sandy Lane to Princess Parkway, or 

Merseybank which is a shame.  

What are some of the highlights? 

Whilst Chorlton has many features making it a highly ‘liveable’ place, with lots of facilities, services and 

things going on, more could be done to ensure its vitality and viability in the longer term (especially in 

the face of the changing nature of high streets). 

The report outlines what the MMU team see as the strengths and weakness of Chorlton. 

Strengths include:  

 opening hours which extend beyond the usual 9-5 and include evening activities 

 the diverse range of retailers bars and restaurants which include a broad range of 

independent retailers. This diversity is enhanced by regular markets, Festivals (many of which are 

held in nearby Beech Rd) 

 the centre is accessible via a range of public transport options, and ample parking space. The 

proposed cycle way will enhance accessibility. 

 There is a wide range of key services provided for the local community including, health, 

library, school facilities (and the parks and Ees, which lie outside what they identify the District 

Centre). 

Weaknesses 

 The graffiti and litter and appearance of the Precinct, as well as lack of green space and 

quality civic space within the district centre boundary 

 An absence of leadership and a shared vision for the centre of Chorlton, which whilst positive, 

has  a fragmented ‘place identity’. Some work needs to be done to communicate what is on offer 

in Chorlton and project the positive view that’s held. (I should say that the report puts this rather 

differently, in academic language!) The tensions within the community over the proposals for the 

Precinct development and the Cycleway are noted. 

 



 The different parts of Chorlton are not easily walkable, because of the distances 

between them and lack of ‘connectivity’. Pavements are poorly maintained and uneven. It 

is perhaps timely to consider the linkages, signage and synergy between the different 

centres of active in Chorlton and maintain a consistent ‘offer’ and identity. 

 There are a low number of vacant units, well below the national average, which makes 

it difficult for new businesses to enter the centre. 

What can Chorlton Do to ensure its vitality and viability lasts?  

There are a number of recommendations in the report. I will summarise what they refer to as 

quick wins, linked to their own framework of repositioning, reinventing, rebranding and 

restructuring places. (In subsequent newsletters we hope to explain these ideas more fully). 

Quick wins include: 

 Engage stakeholders in a coordinated manner and then share knowledge and generate 

ideas that will improve the District centre (Hooray we are already beginning to do this 

with the Chorlton Alliance) 

 Concentrate on the basics to improve the appearance of the centre. Then focus on 

improving ‘connectivity and legibility of the centre through basic placemaking 

interventions to improve navigability and route making’. In a nutshell I think this means 

put up some signs so people can find their way around. Later still, ensure any 

regeneration projects make a strong contribution to improvement of walkways and public 

realm. 

 Encourage more local collaboration in Chorlton to develop a cohesive ‘brand identity’ 

on social media, and  more consistent marketing across organisations activities and events 

online.  ie agree and promote what is good and unique about Chorlton. 

 Similar to the first point above, establish a district-centre stakeholder group, initiated 

they suggest, byu the Neighbourhood team. Thereafter form sub-groups to take 

responsibilities for specific things, such as social media branding. 

So there we have it. We have yet to believe that we have more control over local developments 

than we think we have, as the report suggests. The Neighbourhood Sub-committee at the 

Council is working on the implications of the set of reports from MMU about different District 

Centres. There is a lot more detail in the report and the Alliance will be considering some next 

steps at its meeting in December. As the report says ‘Chorlton has the necessary capacity to work 

together more collaboratively’. Indeed we do, and we will continue to support collaboration 

across a range of different interest groups. 

Carolyn Kagan 



 

If you're over 65 we can help you stay warm,                            
active and connected this winter.  

Call Amy on 0161 207 0800 

As part of Winter Wellbeing we can support our older neighbours by: 

Delivering a blanket or warm item of clothing to their door; 

Connecting individuals with organisations that can help reduce bills and offer 

benefits and insulation advice; 

Arranging small grants of up to £100 to help those who are struggling to keep 

their home warm or need a winter coat; 

Inviting older neighbours to our 15 free Social Clubs each month,  

and other activities close by; 
 

Introduce you to a younger neighbour who can come over                                      
once a week for a chat and a brew.  

Throughout the year our community net-
work brings  together younger and older 
neighbours across Manchester to share 
time, skills, friendship and laughter.   
We'd love it if you joined us. 

 

www.manchestercares.org.uk                                 
Email: amy.saunders@manchestercares.org.uk    

Manchester Cares is a UK registered company, number 10893107;                                                       
and a UK registered charity, number 1176902 

https://manchestercares.org.uk/social-clubs


Planning News 

 
Planning Permission has recently been granted for: 
 
The use of the vacant shop at 518 Wilbraham Road as a bar; 
 
Redevelopment of 419 - 412 Barlow Moor Road (between Leon's and the petrol 
station, opposite the park) with 39 new apartments;   
 
Construction of the new High School fronting Mauldeth Road West at Hough End; 
 
Conversion of the former RBS Bank into a shop and hot food takeaway, with 
consulting rooms on the first floor; 
 
The use of the former Greggs, 561 Wilbraham Road as a laundrette. 
 
A new application has been submitted for the change of use of 448 Wilbraham Road 
from Pawnbrokers to a Hot Food Takeaway. 
 
All planning applications can be viewed on the Council's website [https://
pa.manchester.gov.uk/ onlineapplications]. You can search by address, postcode or 
map, or look at applications in each ward by week or month. Comments can also be 
submitted on-line, but bear in mind that the Council can only take account of specific 
issues and not private property matters. Their decisions have to be based on their 
adopted policies. 

 

Climate Fact 

Currently there are 200 million SUVs worldwide, compared to 35 Million in 2010. SUVs are 

the second largest emitter of carbon dioxide, ahead of heavy industry, trucks and aviation 

(after the power sector). Over a third of new cars in Europe are SUVs. Says the Interna-

tional energy Agency (https://www.iea.org/commentaries/growing-preference-for-suvs-

challenges-emissions-reductions-in-passenger-car-market )  or see Guardian article on 

25th October,  at https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2019/oct/25/

suvs-second-biggest-cause-of-emissions-rise-figures-reveal  

As we are involved in the development of climate action plans in both Chorlton and Chorl-

ton Park wards, we will offer a climate fact every newsletter. If you would like to be a part 

of the development of the ward plans, please contact your local councillors or let Carolyn 

know at Chair@chorltonvoce.org  

https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/
https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/


Judging Christmas Window Displays, December 

17th 2019 

Just as it was last year, the weather was kind to us, 

but that didn't mean we didn't have our hearts set on 

two coffee stops on the way round. Our Judges this 

year were Susan, Carolyn, Catherine and Peter. 

As you can see by the Newspapers we are carrying we 

also took the opportunity to distribute our new publication that will provide snippets 

of information about the goings-on in Chorlton - Chorlton WeakLie News, but more 

about the Newspaper in the next article. 

I am not sure what the reason for the lesser number of entries for the Christmas 

Window Displays was but we found that there weren't as many shops decorating 

their windows this year. 

But those that had entered into the spirit of it certainly pushed the boat out (in the 

case of Out of The Blue), and we were over the moon with Chorlton Bookshop's 

entry... but enough of the puns! 

Once again our judging task was split into two, by virtue of the fact that there were, 

as last year, two cups in the offing. 

Again, the first cup is for the shops in Central Chorlton and the second dedicated to 

shops on Beech Road. 

As last year extra marks were given for those premises that had "hand made" 

decorations, and after much deliberation and swilling of tea we have decided on a 

shortlist of 3 Beech Road Shops and 4 General Chorlton Shops. 

 

Beech Road, 3 shops in alphabetical order. 

Floral Affair. I 'm glad it was darkening when we 

got to this window, and we all said later on how lucky we 

were that most of the displays that depended on the time 

of day were visited towards the evening, (it's a good job 

we decided to take 2 tea breaks otherwise we may have 

finished in the light!) 

What a picture it was with the white reindeer and tree 

silhouettes, set off by a curtain of fluorescent blue and 

bright white fairy lights. 

 

Love Lucy. Here we had a shower of white 

Christmas icons on either side of the window, delicately 

framing a white painted pair of step ladders, adorned with 

baubles and white fairy lights, cleverly emulating the 

shape of a Christmas Tree, but, because of its "A" shape, 

not blocking off visibility into the shop itself. I know that 

sounded a bit technical but you have to go and see it 

yourself. 



The Curious Fox. Again there was a "Wow" 

factor about this window. And new judge on the 

block   Catherine said exactly that, just as Steve 

had done last year. 

It is a little difficult to see from the photo just 

how much detail has been put into this entry. A 

peacock with real feathers, revolving chandeliers 

and bird cage, sympathetically matched baubles 

with a back drop of Starry night curtains. You 

have to go down and see it yourself to appreciate 

the true splendor. 

Central Chorlton 4 shops in alphabetical order. 

Chorlton Bookshop. I t would be fasci-

nating to write a book about all the different 

window displays Victoria has designed and 

created for her shop window, and I'm sure it 

would finish up as "a Weighty Tome" by all 

accounts. 

This year's offering is literarily out of this 

world. 

Here we have a papier-mâché moon (you 

have to get close up to see the detail), a 

white Reindeer, all of the books you would 

want for Christmas on a bed of fresh cotton 

wool snow, all framed by frosted leaves and branches, with a backdrop of black glit-

ter filled mesh, affording a glimpse into the universe which is the shop interior. See-

ing is believing! 

 

Foster's Cycles. When we set about to judge 

the shop windows in Chorlton we were total-

ly respectful of the fact that one of the prime 

objects of the traders and shop keepers was 

to "ply their wares", and so the task of fit-

ting a seasonal theme into the window 

space, is a times, somewhat of a challenge. 

A challenge that Ken Foster and his cycle 

elves was well up to. 

The main attraction is a hand painted tree 

theme framing the sides of the window with a snow covered boardwalk, all apparent-

ly inspired by Krampus from Grimm's Fairy Tales... but don't tell the children that! 

 

 

Editors Note l saw some of the lovely shop displays but what really cheered my hears was 

driving down Sandy Lane to Nell Lane to visit the cemetery, the bottom of the road all the 

houses had got together and ran icicle lights all along it was a fabulous effort Hazel Gibb 



Out of The Blue. I  am not exactly sure what        

inspiration the artist had when creating this fan-

tasy scene but it has everything from the sea to 

Christmas and beyond. 

A surfing, bell ringing, semi naked, pot bellied 

Santa with a carrot baited fishing rod, atop a 

seven legged sea reindeer with water-splash 

antlers emulating the white sea horse surf,    

being pulled along by a selection of gruesome 

looking fish.  Phew this beggars belief. 

 

 

Visioncare. What a fine spectacle we came across 

when we discovered the delights of the Visioncare win-

dow. 

A hand made bespectacled Santa complete with sack, 

snowman, presents, cotton wool snow and all the usual 

Christmas trimmings. 

We raise our glasses to the creator of this insightful     

display. 

So that's yer lot for now. 

In the very near future the judges will be meeting up again to discuss the innovative and 

quirky entries to the Christmas Windows Competition and to decide which ones are the win-

ners from each patch. 

We will be presenting the winner and runner up from both areas with the cups and certifi-

cates at our January meeting on Tuesday 14th January 2019. 

I would like to finish by saying thank you to all the Chorlton Traders who put in a fantastic 

effort to make this a successful 2019 Christmas Window Display Competition. 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year everyone. Peter Topping 

BUZZ around Chorlton 

Buzz, Manchester’s Health and wellbeing service 

aims to help improve the health and wellbeing of peo-

ple and communities in Manchester, to help individuals 

and families live fuller, healthier, happier and longer 

lives. The local neighbourhood worker, Aron Thornley, is keen to hear from anyone who 

has an idea about what they would like to see in Chorlton that might make it a  healthier, 

more connected and happier place. Aron will do whatever he can to help make your idea 

a reality (he even has a budget!) Contact Aron.Thornley@gmmh.nhs.uk  

Carolyn Kagan 



Chorlton Weaklie News 

With a view to increasing awareness of 

Chorlton Voice, Chorlton Arts and other 

occasional topics, we will be distributing from 

time to time an A4 newspaper, which you will 

have no doubt seen in The Library and 

various outlets through Chorlton. 

It will be sponsored by a member of the 

Chorlton community or trader and for the 

privilege of being allowed to sponsor the 

"rag" they will have prominent position on 

the front page in a featured article by our 

esteemed journalist Ima Fiber. 

As you can see, this is a tongue in cheek 

publication which is based on a broadsheet 

from the 1960's called Billy's Weekly Liar. As 

Mark Twain said "never let the truth get in the way of a good story". 

For an online version of this newspaper go to www.chorltonvoice.org/

weaklie-news/ 

 

This edition is sponsored by Ken Foster's Cycles and if you are a 

business in Chorlton or even an individual that would like to increase 

your exposure get in touch to discuss costs. 

Contact. Email:- news@chorltonvoice.org  Tel:- 07521 557888 

 
 



HOUR Manchester 

I am the coordinator of a new project which has begun in  

Manchester, known as the HOUR project. This is essentially a 

timebanking scheme with the aim of increasing sharing, 

exchange, collaboration and reciprocity within communities. 

This is in order to reduce peoples reliance on services and 

money, thereby disrupting the economy so that it works for 

everyone. 

 Specifically, the project is:  

 Supporting the development of a city wide network of timebanks 

(description of timebanking here: http://

www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/hour-manchester) 

 Researching how time earned within timebanks or similar schemes can 

‘purchase’ services or resources, for example gym passes or theatre tickets 

 Researching a number of different sharing initiatives, for example 

‘Libraries of Things’ where people can borrow resources such as gardening 

tools or computer equipment, rather than purchasing them 

 Looking at the technology which binds this all together, potentially in the 

form of a digital social currency 

 A number of initiatives have begun in different places in the City and some work 

has started to collect and bring together information about what are know as 

social currencies more generally. But what about Chorlton? 

I have been talking to Nick, from Chorlton Connected, to see if it is feasible to start 

a project in Chorlton. I came to November’s Great Get Together to help gather 

feedback from people about  what they do and don’t want to see in Chorlton. This  

is with the ultimate aim of helping to create an even kinder and more connected 

Chorlton by providing opportunities for people in Chorlton to share the skills, gifts 

and talents they have with each other.  

I would like to invite anyone interested or with ideas about  increasing sharing, 

exchange, collaboration and reciprocity within their communities to get in touch. I 

will be pleased to  meet individuals and put on training or workshops around these 

ideas within your communities.  Note: My work covers the city of Manchester,  not 

just Chorlton. 

Contact details are: thomas@macc.org.uk, alternatively you can ring the 

office and ask for him at 0161 834 9823. 

Thomas Waring, the HOUR project 



Chorlton Voice Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12 November 

2019, 7.30pm Chorlton-cum-Hardy Library 16 members present.  

Apologies received from Pat Long, Ida Bradshaw and Peter Topping.  

Speaker: Chris Peacock of the Chorlton Community Land Trust gave a presentation on their 

plans. There are around 300 CLTs in the UK, often investing in affordable housing, with all 

profits reinvested into their local communities. Chorlton CLT was only formed in April 2019 

and already has 175 members.  Their immediate priorities are affordable housing, 

commercial development and neighbourhood planning. The Trust's original interest was in 

the proposed development of Ryebank Fields.  If planning permission is granted (and 

recognising that there is a lot of opposition to the scheme), they want to promote a 

scheme with more community involvement and hope to be a partner in the development, 

taking a stake in a number of affordable homes, with profits recycled into future schemes. 

They are currently in discussion with the landowners and potential funders. They have 

subsequently, at short notice, submitted a bid to acquire and develop the Co-op funeral 

home premises (originally the Picture House). The Co-op have a preferred bid from a 

housing developer who wishes to demolish the existing building, but have agreed to give 

the Trust time (2 months) to prepare an alternative bid. Plans have been worked up, in 

partnership with a commercial developer, to refurbish the old cinema for a mixed use 

scheme, including food, entertainment and leisure space, possibly some co-working space 

and health facilities, and recognising its heritage as the venue of the Bee Gee's first 

performance.  A crowdfunding exercise is currently underway and has already received 

pledges of £325,000. A meeting is to be held with the Co-op board on 18th November to 

present the proposals. In future, the Trust is interested in promoting a community-led 

masterplan for Chorlton and providing affordable homes through renovation and 

management of existing properties.  

Planning Issues: • Permission has been granted for the use of the former Greggs, 561 

Wilbraham Road as a laundrette and for Barrio, 105 Beech Road, to build a terrace and 

canopy at the front of the cafe. • The proposed new High School at Mauldeth Road West is 

on the agenda for the Council's planning committee on Thursday 14th, with a 

recommendation for approval. • Tutku Cafe, 428 Barlow Moor Road, have applied to 

retain the canopy they built without permission, having already been refused. • No 

decisions yet on the applications for floodlighting and a new stand at Chorlton and West 

Didsbury FC, for the use of 518 Barlow Moor Road as a bar, or for the digital advert 

hoarding at 583 Barlow Moor Road. 



The application for a passivhaus at 1A Stockton Road appears closer to a decision, but is 

now delayed by the need for a new bat survey. • Demolition of the unlawful extension to 

the former Post Office Cafe is welladvanced.  

Events: • 15 November: Age Friendly event at Trafalgar Court, Withington Road; • 17th 

November Great Get Together at Edge Theatre - both CS and Chorlton Arts will be there. 

Also CPR demonstration.  

18 November: CPR training at the Bowling Green PH;   

30 November: St Clements Xmas Fair 11-2;  

1 December: Xmas lights switch-on near the Library;  

3 December: Afternoon tea at Chorlton Golf Club, Barlow Hall, 12.30 £9;  

10 December: Chorlton Voice bring and share social event at the Library meeting room;  

14 January: Chorlton Voice open meeting with speaker from Emmeline's Pantry (now in 

the ex-Sure Start Centre in Chorlton Park);  

16 – 18 January: Chorlton Players Xmas panto at St Werburghs - Three Bears  

Any Other Business:  

The Co-op branch on Barlow Moor Road is to be closed. Ward councillors have met the re-

gional office to press for existing staff to be given new jobs.   

It was noted that CS members Cath and Jenny trained 55 people in CPR in a fortnight 

around World Restart a Heart Day  

Following the success of the 2019 Chorlton Arts Festival, planning has started for the next 

Festival, in May 2020.  

Volunteers are sought to join the committee.  

Volunteers are sought to help with the judging of the Xmas lights in the week of 16th     

December.  

A meeting is to be held of Civic Societies in South Manchester to share ideas.  

The meeting was sorry to hear that long time member, Molly Thomund, had died and    

expressed condolences to her family. 


