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Introduction 

Just when we thought we were moving out of the crisis of the pandemic, we 
are thrown into the crisis of government and of those illusive markets. All this 
talk of falling bonds values, rampaging inflation and financial difficulties, makes 
me reflect on a different way of being. A way of being and of living together 
that values support, care, sharing and cooperation. In our neighbourhood, as 
we shall see below, these values are lived out on a daily basis, which stands us 
in good stead to be a resilient community, one that can withstand and manage 
adversity. In Chorlton, we have projects that care about the environment and 
in tackling climate change; projects that support others and invite people to 
come together just for the joy of it, projects that share talents and energy, and 
projects that are cooperative.  Only some of these are covered below, but I 
think they show not only  what a great place Chorlton is to live in, but also that 
it is a place that can come though hardship the stronger. I am sure we will all 
do what we can to help our friends, families and neighbours as the tough 
winter closes in. 

Carolyn,  chair@chorltonvoice.org 

 

Forthcoming meetings 

November 8th  Because  of the anticipated Library colosure, we have had to 
change venues for our meeting on November 8th 7.30. Everyone is welcome to 
join us at Chorlton Central Church meeting room on Tuesday 8th November. 
Speaker will be Angela Smith from the  Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations 
Education Trust. 

Christmas Social Festive Afternoon Tea - Join us on Wednesday 14th 
December for a festive Afternoon Tea at Barlow Hall, Chorlton-cum-Hardy Golf 
Club, Barlow Hall Road, M21 7JJ   Time: 1.00.pm. - 3.00.pm Cost: £15 payable 
on the day. Final numbers for catering by Monday 12th December 5pm. To 
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book your place and to note any dietary requests contact Cath Brownhill 
directly by txt/call on 07722958541 or email: cathbrownhill55@gmail.com 

 

Chorlton Coop Community Fund 

We are delighted to say that 
we have been selected to be 
one of three Chorlton 
Coop’s Community Fund 
projects. This means that 
the Coop will help us raise 
funds - Every time Coop 
members buy selected Co-
op branded products and 
services, they support local 

projects and make a difference in their community – that is us!. In our 
application to become a local community cause, we mentioned, specifically, 
that we would spend any funds gained on support for the Arts Festival and for 
the community Garden project. Some members of Chorlton Voice, Arts Festival 
and Community Garden projects are in the picture, taken in the Community 
Garden. So, if you would like to support us and are not a member of the Coop 
– join now! https://www.coop.co.uk/membership 

If  you are a member click https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/69176  to 
nominate your cause or phone 0800 0686 727. 

 

Planning news  
 
Planning permission has been granted for Southway's development of 29 flats 
on the car park of Chorlton Irish Club, with access from Cross Road.  
 
West Didsbury And Chorlton Football Club have been given temporary 
permission to retain their 50 seat stand at their ground off Brookburn Road. 
The permission expires in October 2027, by which time they hope to have built 
the permanent stand they already have permission for. 
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Plans to install a "banking pod" in the car park of Morrisons store were 
approved. 
 
The plans to refurbish the Grade II listed Chorlton Library were approved. 
 
The application to extend opening hours at Richardsons Bakery at 93 Beech 
Road was withdrawn.  
 
Recent new applications included a proposal by Unicorn Co-op to replace their 
first floor signage with large illuminated signage. We objected because we 
consider that such high level illuminations detract from the area (as well as 
being a waste of energy). 
 
Lidl held some pre-application consultation on their plans for a new store on 
the site of Lowry House, Mauldeth Road. Despite only giving one day's notice 
of an open meeting, held at the High School, it was well attended. It appears 
that there was both opposition and support for the principle of a new store, 
but many concerns about the location, design, traffic and excessive parking 
provision. At the time of writing, no planning application has been submitted. 

 
Chorlton Community Cooperative 

Whilst on the subject of Coops.....We have signed up to be one of the projects 
appearing on the new Chorlton Community Cooperative website. Chorlton 
Community Cooperative is a new venture, created by local people and groups 
from the Let’s Re-Imagine Our Chorlton discussions about how to preserve and 
grow  the spirit of cooperation and community innovation, following the worst 
of the pandemic. Once it gets going, the idea is to help local groups of people 
to bring ideas to fruition and work together - ideas to make Chorlton a better 
place to live and work.  It is early days, but the Chorlton Community 
Cooperative will provide a supporting framework on which initiatives can build 
fast by sharing resources and focusing on what's important: what they do 
rather than how they are structured. So, new projects don't have to worry 
about creating legal bodies, bank accounts and websites - unless and until they 
want to. It is, technically an Innovation Cooperative, an idea that was 
promoted by the Greater Manchester Cooperative Commission. We will 
continue to be a part of this exciting development. 
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Chorlton Vision 

Talking of making Chorlton a better place.... Previous newsletters discussed the 
work being done to develop a Chorlton Vision. The website gives a very good 
account of all the recent work done (some by the Civic Society) on what 
residents would like to see in Chorlton that gives the backdrop for the most 
recent document Chorlton Vision: Making Chorlton a Better Place.  
https://chorltonvision.co.uk.  There are lots of ideas in the document about 
how things could be improved, and a priority list of projects can be found here. 

To realize the Vision, there will need to be different kinds of partnerships 
between  the Council, traders and community groups. Chorlton Voice will 
continue to be an active member of the steering group as this evolves into a 
more formal Vision Board. Chorlton Voice has nominated Cath Brownhill to sit 
on the Vision Board as it gets established and Carolyn will probably remain on 
the Board as an interim measure. The other community reps on the Board are 
Simon Hooton (CLT) and Gill Moore (Chorlton Bike deliveries and Friends of 
Turn Moss).  

We had a recent meeting with Councillor Gavin White, lead for developments, 
and are hopeful that a way can be found for some kind of formal recognition of 
the Vision framework by the Council. Watch this space for updates. 

 

Have you ever had Nothing to do in Chorlton? 

The third in the popular series Nothing To Do in Chorlton – Beech Road – 
Looking for Chorlton Row, by Peter Topping and Andrew Simpson, will be 
launched on Sunday November 6th at the Lloyds 1pm. Come along to hear what 
inspired this journey through just a small part of Chorlton and how to enjoy the 
trail the authors have set. If you don’t make the launch, copies of the booklet 
will be available in the Bookshop. 
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Climate Action 

As I am sure you will know, both Chorlton and Chorlton Park wards have 
climate action plans, and many residents are involved in implementing 
different parts of them. On Wednesday October 12th there was a combined 
ward event – Chorlton Eats – at Chorlton Central Church, which concentrated 
on how to eat less meat and more vegetables as one small climate action we 
can all take. We were there with our Community Garden project, along with 
Chorlton Plant Swap and the Craftavists. We had been asked to demonstrate 
how people can grow food to eat – trouble is at this time of year options for 
new growing projects are limited. So we decided to show people how they 
could grow micro-greens and sprouted seeds, with no specialist equipment 
needed. Guidance about how to do this is available at 
https://www.chorltonplantswap.org.uk/microgreensandsprouting 

 

This was our stall, which was very popular, as we let people taste greens and 
sprouts we had grown, and take some seeds and some compost in order to 
have a go themselves. Several people said how inspired they had been to have 
a go. So if you have never tried growing these highly nutritious green and 
sprouts, why not start now? 

Chorlton Eats now has a website or  https://chorltoneats.co.uk/help/  (don’t 
try searching for it as you will get lots of restuarnts and cafes coming up – but 
then again, why not!) 

On the day there were packs of veg from Unicorn, with a recipe for pumpkin 
and red pepper soup; vegan food to try from Groundwork an dlots of 
informaiton about how to include more vegetables in the diet. I htinbk the plan 
is for a series of events – do lookout for them, coming to a venue near you. 



 

Community Garden Project

Having said in the last newsletter that the project was moving along, I now 
have to report it has stalled. This is 
have an enthusiastic team of volunteers ready and waiting to press on
refurbishment. The delay is two
permission for the agreed design. This may take some time and i
managed by Council officers. Hopefully they have all the 
to make the application. Secondly, 
much we can do. The plan now is for scaffolding to be erected against the 
Library wall, possibly for 6 months from the New Year. We expect to be able to 
have some activities in the garden as the scaffolding 
don’t quite know what will be possible. It is looking increasingly unlikely that 

fig leaf goosefoot and other plants, not particularl
done some cutting back and clearing of them

  The forest garden planter is becoming established which is good to see.

 We held a stall at th
with 
cooking
trees, which are already looking a bit happier now we 
have removed some of the vegetation that was 
suffocating them.

Y
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Community Garden Project 

the last newsletter that the project was moving along, I now 
have to report it has stalled. This is through no fault of our own, as we still 
have an enthusiastic team of volunteers ready and waiting to press on
refurbishment. The delay is two-fold. Firstly we now have to apply for planning 
permission for the agreed design. This may take some time and i
managed by Council officers. Hopefully they have all the information
to make the application. Secondly, the Library refurbishment will affect how 
much we can do. The plan now is for scaffolding to be erected against the 

ibly for 6 months from the New Year. We expect to be able to 
have some activities in the garden as the scaffolding will be fenced off, but we 
don’t quite know what will be possible. It is looking increasingly unlikely that 

we will be able to get the 
ground surfacing 
completed before the 
scaffolding goes up. We 
remain undaunted and 
will still do as much as 
we can, given these 
constraints. In the 
meantime we are 
growing a fine crop of 
broad leaved plantain, 

fig leaf goosefoot and other plants, not particularly welcome, an
done some cutting back and clearing of them by  digging and using a sickle.

The forest garden planter is becoming established which is good to see.

We held a stall at the Makers Market in September
with Cracking Good Food demonstrating seasonal 
cooking, and gave away the last of the 
trees, which are already looking a bit happier now we 
have removed some of the vegetation that was 
suffocating them. 

You can follow the fortunes of the project at 
Chorlton Voice website or the Green Hub
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Chorlton Gardeners Group 
In addition to gardening, the group also has talks. 
Come and join us at 7.15 for 7.30 third Monday each month,  St John's Parish 
Centre on Chequers Rd/High Lane. £5 per talk. 
Find us on Facebook too 'Chorlton & Friends Gardeners' Group' 

 November 21st     Jane Allison on plant families & genus:  "It’s a Family 
Affair"  

 December 19th     Maureen Sawyer, artist & NGS gardener in Stretford, 
"Planning a Garden Border" 

 More talks planned for 2023. 
 

Making life better for people living with dementia in Chorlton and Whalley 
Range 
 What can you do to help people living with dementia in Chorlton and Whalley 
Range? The Dementia Action Group would like to come and talk to Chorlton 
Voice about it and we will be arranging this for early 2023. 
 
I have mentioned before that Chorlton and Whalley Range Dementia Action 
Group have written a booklet ’10 Big Ideas for Making Our Community a 
Better Place for People Living with Dementia’ and recently held an exhibition 
in the Library about it. Research shows that positive, welcoming 
neighbourhoods help people living with dementia to get out and about, 
maintain connections with people outside of their family, and play an active 
role in the social life of local places. The #10BigIdeas booklet is designed to 
spark community interest and encourage people to think about how they can 
play their part in helping to shape neighbourhoods, ensuring that physical 
spaces, groups and activities are accessible to all. 
 You can download the booklet here: 
https://www.whalleyrange.org/2020/03/10-big-ideas-for-making-our-
community-a-better-place-for-people-living-with-dementia/ 
  
There are printed copies too. Let Carolyn know if you would like some. 

 
Chorlton’s Great get Together 

I hope you managed to get down to Wilbraham road n September 25th. This 
was when the road was closed and people could come along and join in 
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discussions about the Chorlton 
Vision, how Chorlton could be 
better connected, what it 
would take for everyone to 
begin to grow some of their 
own food and more. Chorlton 
Voice had a stall which 
attracted lots of interest 
including in Chorlton Lifesavers 
(CPR training). We also helped 
in the green space,  letting 
people know about the 
different aspects of the 

community Garden project and giving away seeds for people to try growing 
edible plants themselves. The weather was great, which always helps, and the 
trees on Wilbraham Road look stunning with no cars to have to pay attention 
to. 

Hopefully we will see some of the people who showed interest in CV at future 
meetings. 

 

Chorlton Lifesavers 

Chorlton Lifesavers next free CPR and 
defibrillator session is in the Green Room 
at the Bowling Green Pub on Wednesday 
9th November 7pm - 8.30pm.  
Call Jenny on 07570 879 091 to book your 
place.  
We are not too far off our target to train 
1000 people, which is fantastic!  Please 

come along and help us reach our goal.  
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Walking to Wellbeing 

Joy Ethic has begun a 5 week walking programme for adults. The sessions are 
designed to support wellbeing by increasing activity levels; practising the 5 
Ways to Wellbeing (take notice; connect; be active; keep learning; give); and 
meeting new people. Contact Jolene.joyethic@gmail.com to find about the 
current and future programmes. 

 

Buy cheap laptops, desktops and mobile SIM cards  

Manchester City Council have partnered with Community Computers to offer 
low-cost laptops. Until the December 23, you could buy a laptop for just £50!   

Check if you’re eligible on the Community Computers website or call them on 
0161 476 2777. See what is available in stock at their online store.  

While we are on tech-y things did you know you could get a free mobile SIM 
card form the Library? 

Any Manchester resident struggling to pay for internet access can now pick up 
a free SIM card at their nearest library. 

The free SIM cards come with 20GB of free data per month, including 
unlimited calls and texts for 6 months!  All you have to do is pop into your local 
library and ask – presumably some provision will be made when the Library 
closes for refurbishment – now due in the New Year. More info: Let's get 
digital (letsgetdigitalmanchester.com) 

 

Books to Go home delivery service 

Manchester Libraries' Books to Go provides a home delivery service for 
Manchester residents of any age who have difficulty leaving their home (or are 
caring for someone who does) or have issues with access. 

We have over 30,000 items of stock so we are bound to have something you 
would like to read. We have books in ordinary and large-print size, talking 
books, music CD’s and films on DVD.  
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When you join our service you will be asked to give us an idea of what you like 
to read and our experienced staff will choose books for you according to your 
preferences. 
 
Register for the free Books to Go service: 0161 227 3800 
bookstogo@manchester.gov.uk or call your local library who can fill out a form 
for you over the phone. 

 

Chorlton Voice Meeting September 13th 2022 Minutes 

Present: 11 members. 

Apologies: Peter Topping, Linda Topping; Lindy Newnes, Barry Whitmarsh, Cllr Jo Midgley, 
Cllr Mandie Shilton Godwin, Ida Bradshaw 

1. Guest Spot 

Ben Collis from KarShare (https://karshare.com) introduced the peer to peer car share 
scheme that is gaining traction in Manchester as well as other cities such as Bristol. This is a 
scheme that uses existing resources – ie people’s own cars – and not additional cars. It is 
organised entirely through an App and there need not be contact between renters and 
owners, which makes it different from other schemes. 

Owners set the rental price per hour; the time slots available;  the maximum mileage that 
should be used on a rental; and have their own  insurance and MOT. They are responsible 
for cleaning the car and leaving it full of petrol. 

Renters book a time slot through the app; agree to  the terms and then through some magic 
in the App can turn up to use the car without the need for keys. On renting, they take 
pictures of the car to show any defects, just like in any other rental scheme. 

Karshare take 25-30% of the rental fee; provide insurance for the rental periods and RAC 
breakdown cover for the rental periods. 

The scheme can be open and cars picked up from anywhere, or closed – for example 
allowing a defined group of people or groups of streets to share cars, but no-one else. 

Lively discussion followed the presentation and Ben was thanked for endeavoring to bring 
his innovative scheme to Chorlton and take cars off the road – but recognized more 
publicity needed to be given to the scheme. 

2. Planning 
2.1 Southway’s development in the Irish Club car park has been approved. 
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2.2 The committee have considered a number of applications ove rhte last few 
weeks and objected to increased opening hours on Richardson’s Bakery, Beech 
Road and Lux Lounge on Barlow Moor road. 

2.3 Sai Spice – proposal to convert second floor into flats and build a further floor in 
roof space changing the look of the building. We objected to overlooking nearby 
houses 

2.4 Other recent approvals:  

 Permission was granted for change of use from single house to four 
self-contained flats at 545 Barlow Moor Road. You will recall that a 
similar proposal for change of use from a House in Multiple 
Occupation to three apartments at 555 BMR was refused last month 
as being contrary to policy. 

 Erection of a rear dormer roof extension and reconfiguration of the 
property from five flats to four flats at 13 Maple Avenue was 
approved, but with the deletion of the rear balcony. 

 Erection of warehouse at 247A Barlow Moor Road was refused – two 
storeys is too much (already have permission for one storey) 

No application made by Lidl yet but it is likely that there is a pre-planning consultation 
meeting at CHS in the evening, on Thursday September 22nd 

Events 
 17th September  - stalls at Makers Market 12-4pm 
 25th September – Great Get Together with Wilbraham rd west closed (form four 

banks to Lloyds) 12-4. Chorlton Voice will have a space – anyone who can help 
showcase the work of Chorlton Voice, please contact Cath. The plan is for four ‘living 
rooms’ – green Chorlton; Chorlton Vision; Climate Action; Chorlton Connected – the 
community garden will be featured in the green space. 

 8 Nov: Angela Smith – Ahmed Iqbal Foundation, 7.30 venue to be confirmed. 
 13 Dec: Christmas gathering – possibly during afternoon rather than evening – to be 

confirmed. 
 
Projects 

 Community garden – design submitted to Neighbourhood Officer and Library 
estates. Work will probably will be stalled due to scaffolding going up during the 
Library refurbishment. We have two stalls at the makers market on Saturday 17th – 
one including Cracking Good food. 

 Lift shaft – some designs submitted and are undergoing consideration 
 Arts festival – we have a provisional date of May 20-29th 2023 

AOB 

I. Concern was expressed about the Library closing, given the cost of living crisis. A 
temporary reservations service is being planned for the former Thomas cook 
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Building. Library has ceased to take bookings for the community room from the end 
of September. Refurbishments likely to last 4 months at least. 

II. It was noted that Trafford is organising ‘Living rooms’ for people to use when the 
weather gets cold. Stretford Public Hall is one. Manchester CC is still firming up 
plans. 

III. Chorlton Voice meetings – we have been exploring other venues and will probably 
hold meetings at Chorlton central Church – to be confirmed. It was noted that this 
will cost £25 per session. 

IV. There is some concern about the plan to place a shipping container store in Beech 
Road Park without any consultation. People urged to contact friends group who 
organised it. Cllr Mathew Benham is dealing with the matter. Karen Ward is the 
senior officer concerned with parks. 

V. It was noted that defibrillators are to be installed at St Barnabas’ on Hardy Lane and 
at Chorlton Water Park. Jenny was congratulated for achieving this. 

VI. Wilbraham rd will be closed on October 9th for half Marathon 

 

 


