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Chorlton Voice Newsletter December 2022/January 2023 

Introduction 

This month’s newsletter is dominated by the Christmas Windows of Chorlton. 
We were in two minds whether to hold a competition this year - indeed 
whether we even had a volunteer judging panel.  But we did. A massive thanks 
to the four Chorlton Voice members who gave up their time to look at the 
windows. As you may know there are two cups awarded – one for the Chorlton 
District Centre and one for Beech Road. One big difference between the two 
areas this year was the absence of illuminations in Chorlton, but the presence 
of them, on the lampposts in Beech Road.  This really helped create a festive 
atmosphere in Beech Road that was rather lacking in the district centre.  Of 
course, earlier in the month there was the Christmas lights fair and switch on 
around the Royal Oak, with a brass band from Stretford playing on the 
opposite corner. This was a great festive affair, but one that reminded us of 
the absence of an open space in the centre of Chorlton – perhaps we need to 
really push for one when (or if) the Precinct gets redeveloped. Beech Road, too 
, held its lovely lamplight parade and Christmas lights switch on earlier in the 
month, setting the scene for festivities along the road. This year, just as we 
thought it might be getting easier for traders, of course the energy prices and 
general cost of living increases have hit them a large blow. Not only the 
traders, but all of us, making it even more important we shop locally if we can. 
Let’s hope 2023 eases up for us all, but speeds up on the all important climate 
action we need to take to avert more climate disruption. 

Carolyn  chair@chorltonvoice.org 
 

Planning News  
 

Lidl have submitted their planning 
application for a new food store at 
550 Mauldeth Road West, next to 
Hough End Hall.  The store will be 
2,000 sq metres, with 85 car 
parking spaces (including 4 
disabled, 9 parent & child spaces, 
and 2 electric vehicle charging 
spaces). Vehicular access would be 

from Nell Lane. The development would replace Lowry House, last used as a 
temporary school. The scheme is little changed from the one they presented at 



2 
 

public consultation in November; the main alteration is that the roofline of the 
front elevation has been redesigned to have a better relationship with Hough 
End Hall.  
 
Mosscare St Vincents Housing have received temporary permission to display 
advertisement hoardings around the former Chorlton Baths site on 
Manchester Road during their planned redevelopment. However, at the time 
of writing, there is no planning application for those proposals. 
 
Planning permission has been granted for the extension and remodelling of 
David Medical Centre, 274 Barlow Moor Road.  
 
Chorlton Cycle Way 
Work on the final phase of the Chorlton Cycleway, from the Metrolink Bridge 
on Manchester Road to Sandy Lane, is due to start in February 2023.  
 
A segregated cycle lane will be built along the length of the route, which 
bypasses bus stops and parking/ loading bays where possible.  Most on-street 
parking will be removed.  ‘Cycle Optimised Protected Signal’ (CYCLOPS) 
junctions, which fully segregate traffic, cyclists and pedestrians, will be 
installed at Barlow Moor Road / Wilbraham Road (One Banks Corner) and 
Barlow Moor Road / High Lane / Sandy Lane. Right-turns will be banned from 
Barlow Moor Rd into Sandy Lane, from Sandy Lane into Barlow Moor Rd, from 
Wilbraham Rd into Barlow Moor Rd and from Barlow Moor Rd into Wilbraham 
Rd (Eastwards towards Morrisons).  

 

Christmas Windows 2022 

Thank you Chorlton! Christmas window time again. 

Four members of Chorlton Voice had a really enjoyable  few hours walking 
round the streets of Chorlton viewing and discussing the Christmas windows 
on an unseasonably warm but gloomy Monday 19th December. Two trophies 
were up for awards – the Mary Paul Cup (for windows on Beech Road) and the 
Chorlton Traders' Cup for windows in the district centre. Although gloomy, 
reflections in the windows mean the photos don’t always capture the magic of 
the displays.  We used the same criteria as last year (Traders’ Associations had 
been notified of both the criteria and the judging day in advance). The themes 
were: Christmas theme, eye catching nature, humour and whimsy, fit with the 
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business of the shop, originality, and home made and effort (not always easy 
to discern). 

We started our walkabout with coffee and hot chocolate at Benitos and ended 
a good three hours later with tea and white wine at the Lead Station. There, 
we looked through our photos, discussed all the wonderful displays we had 
seen and drew up two long lists – one for Beech Road and one for Chorlton  
District centre. We started our walk-around mid afternoon so were able to 
take in some of the light displays as it got dark. We were struck again by the 
number of windows dressed by professional artists, which certainly brightened 
up the streets. Beech Road also had lamppost decorations which were lovely 
twinkling in the twilight. We realised too late that Monday was not a good day 
for judging as many premises were not open and the shutters were down. We 
will change the day next year. 

As before it was difficult to whittle down our long lists to shortlists and many 
lovely displays did not make the cut. The short lists we arrived at were varied 
and as we discussed them it was clear that they appealed differently on the 
different criteria – and it was really hard for us to assess, for example, those 
that scored highly on humour alongside those with an explicit Christmas theme 
or that were really eye catching. We took a lot longer than the Strictly judges 
take in making decisions!  

Chorlton District centre 

The shortlisted windows were (in no particular order): Chorlton Bookshop with 
a moving rendition of the Little Match Girl ( a Hans Christian Anderson 
Christmas tale), complete with background of the Lychgate – a reminder of the 
terrible hardship many people will be feeling this year;  Tiny Tipple who 
displayed their usual creativity in making reindeers from bottle boxes giving 
rides to bottles through the snow; Unicorn Grocery with a colourful caste of 
woodland animals complete with root vegetables beloved of many in the 
winter; Wood and Woolfstein Dental Practice with a simple but striking 
window of smiling snowmen, that on closer examination were teeth cavorting 
in the snow;  Blossoms with their festive floral window displays, Fosters Cycle 
Logic with a cheery bicycle riding Santa; and Carringtons, whose windows were 
full of larger than life Christmas characters.  

Highly commended with windows showing the Moomins, the Drummer Boy, 
Tinsel, elves, and even Paddington Bear – windows that were colourful, varied, 
some made us smile and others giving a warm Christmas feel, were 
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Celebration, Sue Ryder, Smoak Coffee, Village Dry Cleaners, Joêl François Hair, 
Yvonne Hodgson Hair and Wilbrahams Jewellers. 
 

 

After a great deal of discussion and in the knowledge there was only one cup 
to be awarded, the Chorlton Traders Cup winner is Chorlton Bookshop with 
Unicorn Grocery and Wood and Woolfstein Dental Practice close runners up. 

Chorlton District centre in pictures - in alphabetical order 

Blossoms: floral arrangements – a bit difficult to see from the photo; and 
Carringtons: larger than life Christmas characters 

 

Celebration : Santa and helper amongst the baubles; and Chorlton Bookshop 
with matching pavement sign – behind the reflections in the photo is a 
backdrop of the Chorlton Lychgagte 
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Joêl François Hair: the  Moomins’ Christmas; and Ken Fosters Cycle Logic’s 
cycling Santa 

   

Smoak Coffee: Christmas good cheer with coffee at the core; and Sue Ryder: a 
colourful, festive living room 

 

Tinys Tipple: reindeer bottle sleighs through the snow; and Unicorn Grocery: a 
cornucopia of Christmas a woodland plants and animals 
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Village Dry Cleaner: tinsel garlanded wedding dresses; and Wilbrahams: The 
drummer boy welcoming people in 

 

Wood and Woolfstein Dental Practice: teeth cavorting in the snow; and Yvonne 
Hodgson Hair: Paddington finding his way to Chorlton for Christmas 

 

 

  Beech road 

Under the glittering lampposts, supported by the Beech Road Traders,  and 
lights inside many shops, the shortlisted windows were (in no particular order): 
Object, with a cascaded display of the twelve days of Christmas; Frames, 
reminding us, despite the hardships, it is a Wonderful Life and that the moon is 
there to be lassoed (see the 1946 Christmas film It’s a Wonderful Life); 
Hurricane with a window of ribbon-ed Christmas boxes watched over by a 
magnificent reindeer of lights; and Floral Affair, illuminating its Christmas 
decorations made of leaves and branches and berries.  
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Highly commended with windows or outdoor displays to gladden the heart 
were The Lead station with windows  covered in painted baubles; Truth, with 
its snowy and baubled star and manikin in the window holding a tray of 
baubles and the Laundrette with its colourful and brightly lit entrance (not 
strictly a window, we know!).  

After further discussion and another look at the photos, we decided the Mary 
Paul cup should be awarded to Object, with their creative and  original display 
of the Twelve days of Christmas, enticing us to wonder what might be in the 
boxes;  with Frames, the sentimental runner up. 

Beech road in Pictures: in alphabetical order: 

Frames: reminding  us It’s a Wonderful Life; and Floral Affair: an illuminated 
floral Christmas 

 

Growler and Prowler: Christmas gifts for the pets; and Hurricane: Christmas 
boxes overseen by the illuminated reindeer 
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The Launderette: an entrance to entice and invite customers; and The Lead 
Station: awash with blue and silver baubles (and a fantastic Christmas tree 
inside – not part of the window of course!) 

  

Object: The 12 days of Christmas all boxed up as gifts; and Truth: tinsel and 
baubles on offer through the window 

  

Huge thanks to all those Traders who made the streets of Chorlton just that 
little bit brighter amidst the cost of living and energy crises that we all face at 
Christmas 2022. 

 

Christmas gathering at the Golf Club 

Volunteers from the Arts festival and Victoria Baths joined Chorlton Voice 
members for a lovely afternoon tea at the golf club. E were able to look out at 
the Christmassy frosted trees and grounds and enjoyed fantastic company. 
Thanks to Cath for arranging this event. 
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Chorlton Voice Projects 

Just a very brief update: we are re-commissioning the mural on the lift shaft  
and hope to have an artist and design chosen by February.  

We are still negotiating over the need for planning permission for the 
Community Garden – but cannot do anything for a few months anyway as the 
Library refurbishment will include scaffolding in the garden. As part of the 
refurbishment of the garden we applied for and received Lottery Funding from 
the Together for Our Plant fund. We have submitted an interim report which 
can be found here – it is a splendid summary of what has been happening in 
the garden. We received a positive reply from the Lottery who said : 

Thank you for sharing this lovely end of project update with us which articulates well 
what you have achieved with the grant funding - the resources/information leaflets and 
noticeboards on sustainable wild-life friendly gardening practices and pictures are great!  

The Arts festival is on course to be held 19-28th May 2023 and shortly a call for 
participation will be released. We have been awarded  a Neighbourhood 
Investment Fund grant to help with making the Arts Festival  as 
environmentally friendly as possible. Thanks to all the volunteers who have 
taken part in any of these projects over the last year.
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Winterwise 

Age Friendly Manchester has partnered with national older person’s charity 
Independent Age to produce a new printed information guide called 
‘Winterwise - a guide to keeping well this winter’. 

Designed for older residents across Greater Manchester, the guide brings 
together key information on cost of living support and how to stay warm, stay 
safe and stay well. 

To get a physical copy of the Greater Manchester Winterwise guide, look out 
for local distribution in libraries, pharmacies, warm hubs, supermarkets and 
more, or call Independent Age on 0800 319 6789.  

The online version of Winterwise is available on the GMCA’s website. 
Translations in Urdu, Bangla and Easy Read are coming soon. Audio and large 
print versions of Winterwise are available from Independent Age. 

 

Chorlton Voice AGM coming up 

In March 2023 we will hold our AGM. This is the time we elect our committee for the following year. 
If you would like to join  a friendly and energetic Committee and help to make Chorlton an even 
better place to live,  please do think of volunteering. contact Carolyn or any committee member to 
discuss. chair@chorltonvoice.org 

 

Chorlton Voice Meeting 8th November 2022 – Minutes 

Present – 16 members. Members new to meetings  were welcomed. 

Apologies: Ida Bradshaw; Cllrs Mandie Shilton Godwin, Dave Rawson, Joanna Midgley 

Speaker: Angela smith from the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Resource Centre and Educational 
Trust 

The Trust is named in memory of Ahmed, a pupil who died in a racist attack at Burnage 
School in 1986 and was established following the report into the incident “Murder in the 
Playground”. There are two interlinked sources of information about the Trust – The Race 
Centre at Manchester University https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/aiu-race-centre/  
and the Resource centre and Educational Trust, based in the Central Library 
https://www.racearchive.org.uk/ . 



11 
 

Angela told us about the resources available in the Centre’s Library, based at Central Library 
in Manchester, as well as other activities of the  Trust. The resource centre hold nearly 
15,000 items organised around topics such as culture and identity, history, politics, and local 
studies. It includes documents, photographs and oral history – much collected by citizens 
interviewing other citizens, including some intergenerational histories. 

Other activities include work with community groups, the funding of a school in Bangladesh, 
training in conducting oral histories, and events to mark specific occasions, such as the 
carnival party to mark the history of Carnival and 50 years of carnival in Manchester. 

Angela shared photos and other resources from different communities in Manchester and 
donated two books to members who are working in allied fields. She was thanked warmly 
for her contribution to the meeting. 

Finance 

Barry reported that finances were in good health and that Chorlton voice held fund for 
other community groups. However, the closure of hte Library meant that we now had to 
pay for meeting space (£25 per meeting) and requested donations to help with this. 

Chorlton Voice is one of the Coop’s good causes this year. This means that Coop members 
can nominate Chorlton Voice as their chosen good cause: then when they buy Coop 
branded goods 1p in every £1 spent will go to Chorlton Voice (in addition to 1p to the Coops 
Community Fund, and 2p to the member’s account). Attendees were encouraged to join the 
Coop and nominate Chorlton Voice as the community cause! 

Planning 

The development on the Irish Club’s car park on cross road has been approved (we objected 
to the mass of the building as being out of scale) 

Two consultations have taken place . Lidl is proposing a shop on the site of the ex Chorlton 
High School South, ex Carillion building on Nell Lane (right opposite Sia Spice). Both Barry 
and Carolyn had responded personally to the consultation. Whilst retail developments 
should be placed in the centre of Chorlton it was recognised that residents on the 
Arrowfield  and Merseybank estates were not close to any supermarkets selling cheaper 
items. The number of parking spaces allocated was challenged. It was noted that the 
proximity to Hough End Hall would need to be taken in consideration when planning 
application was received. 

A  development of 65 houses is planned for the field adjoining the St Margaret’s Centre,  
(access off Wilbraham rd, east of Morville Rd). Carolyn went to the consultation. We will 
respond formally when the planning application is made. 

Events 
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Wed December 14th, 1-3pm afternoon tea a thte Golf Club. £15 per head.  Cath needs 
numbers as soon as [possible. 

January 10th: two speakers. Nigel rose from Chorlton and Whalley Range Dementia Action 
Group and  Michaell Billington, author of histories of Urmston, Davyhulme and Flixton. 

March  14th :  Tess Ptonka, specialist in timing in elite sports events, especially Paralympics. 
This will also be the AGM and nominations for committee members will be needed – further 
announcement at the January meeting. 

All ideas for speakers, visits and activities, send to cathbrownhill55@gmail.com  

Updates and announcements 

I. Beech Road Park – shipping container is confirmed to be placed in the park, despite 
objections (which were considered to be too late to take into account) 

II. IAG – independent advisory group with the police – Cath Robinson will take over this 
role from Jenny Slee and will be able to act as a conduit between Chorlton Voice and 
policing matters. 

III. St Werburgh’s Church is collecting winter coats, scarves, gloves etc We 23rd 1-2; Fri 
25th 7-8;  Wed 30th 1-2. 

IV. Refugee Aid also need winter clothing, especially for men, and large suitcases. 
Deliver to Central Church Wednesdays 10-12 and 6-8 

V. Lifesavers – CPR training on 9 November at Bowling Green, 7-8.30. 37 trainees to go 
before 1000 people have been trained. 

VI. Open days to view Passivhaus on Stockton Road. 11-13 November. Contact John or 
Catriona Roussel 07746159711 

VII. Funeral Home -= no further news 
VIII. Whalley Range warm hub – will be in JNR9 community centre, 82 Cromwell avew, 

M16 0BG   0161 881 3774 We have no information about warm hubs in Chorlton as 
the Library is closing. Churches may be planning something. 

IX. St Clements Christmas Fair – back after 3  years. Dec ember 3rd, 11-2. Includes a 
home made cake stall! 

X. Christmas windows competition – Eddie Hughes and Jane  Thorpe volunteered to 
‘judge’ the windows with Carolyn. Judging agreed for December 19th. 

 

 


