
 

Chorlton Voice 

Introduction 

This month’s newsletter is mainly devoted to the papers for the AGM which is coming up on 
14th March, 8.15pm at Chorlton Central Church. The agenda and papers follow the short 
newsletter and contain the minutes of the last AGM in 
year’s AGM. Do have a read and come along to the AGM 
formal business, but prior to the AGM 
who is an specialist in timing in elite sports events, especially Paralympics
interest many. We look forward to seeing you at the AGM and in the months ahead.

Please note: for access, use th
entrance under the large stai

Carolyn Kagan, Chair chair@chorltonvoice.org

Planning News 

Recent planning applications include a proposal for a 6 storey building containing 38 
apartments on the site of Rileys Sports Bar, 302B Barlow Moor Road. 
 
Permission has been granted for the installation of three BT street hubs in the centre of 
Chorlton, near the precinct, library and bus station.
providing wi-fi and telephone services and advertisements. They are mostly replacing 
telephone boxes.  
 
The Council's Planning Committee was due to consider Lidl's proposals for a foodstore at 
Mauldeth Road and a proposal for 65 dwellings to the rear of 354 Wilbraham Road at a 
meeting on 16th February. At the time of writing, the outcome was unknown, but both 
applications were recommended for approval.
 
Step Places and Southway Housing Trust held a consultation on their plans for development 
of Ryebank Fields earlier in the year. Their current propo
community hub building. 1.5 hectares (about a third of the site) will be retained as public 
open space. Access is proposed from both sections of Ryebank Road, to the North and South 
of the site. The Committee did not have 
consultation ended. However, when the principle of developing the site was last discussed 
at an open meeting of Chorlton Voice, a significant majority of members opposed 
development, believing that the sit
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Recent planning applications include a proposal for a 6 storey building containing 38 
apartments on the site of Rileys Sports Bar, 302B Barlow Moor Road.  

Permission has been granted for the installation of three BT street hubs in the centre of 
Chorlton, near the precinct, library and bus station.  These are free standing pan

fi and telephone services and advertisements. They are mostly replacing 

The Council's Planning Committee was due to consider Lidl's proposals for a foodstore at 
Mauldeth Road and a proposal for 65 dwellings to the rear of 354 Wilbraham Road at a 

February. At the time of writing, the outcome was unknown, but both 
applications were recommended for approval. 

Step Places and Southway Housing Trust held a consultation on their plans for development 
of Ryebank Fields earlier in the year. Their current proposals include 120 new houses and a 
community hub building. 1.5 hectares (about a third of the site) will be retained as public 
open space. Access is proposed from both sections of Ryebank Road, to the North and South 
of the site. The Committee did not have an opportunity to discuss the proposals before the 
consultation ended. However, when the principle of developing the site was last discussed 
at an open meeting of Chorlton Voice, a significant majority of members opposed 
development, believing that the site should be kept as open space.  
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You can read the response to the consultation from Friends of Ryebank Fields at: 
https://saveryebankfields.co.uk/responding-to-consultation/ 

The following picture shows the initial proposed development that formed the basis of the 
consultation: this is likely to change. 

 

 

Repair Café at Stitched Up 

Stitched up run a Repair Café on the second Saturday of the month at their premises in 
Stretford Mall. Just turn up  - 10-12am - with the last repair booked at 11.40. By the time 
you get this newsletter you will have missed the repair café for 11th of February, but watch 
out for information about the next one on 11th March. For details of all their fantastic (and 
popular, so get in early) workshops see https://stitchedup.coop/workshops/ 

 

Coop Good Cause 

Don’t forget to join the Coop if you haven’t already done so (it only costs £1) see 
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership. Then for every £ you spend on coop branded good 
Chorlton Voice will receive 1p if you nominate us your favourite Good Cause.  If you don’t 
make a nomination, contributions will be spread around the different local good causes. 
And of course you get benefits too when you shop. 
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AGM to be held 14th March 2023 8.15 pm, Chorlton Central Church.  

Agenda 

1. Apologies for Absences 
2. Minutes of last AGM March 8th 2022 
3. Matters arising from the minutes of the AGM, March 8th 2022 
4. Nomination of Officers 
5. Nomination of ordinary committee members 
6. Chair’s report 
7. Treasurer’s report 
8. Constitution 
9. AOB 

Papers follow. 

 

Agenda Item 2. Minutes of the AGM 19th March 2022

Chorlton Civic Voice: Minutes of the AGM 
Tuesday March 8th 2022 

Members present : 13.  Apologies: Jenny Slee, 
David Rawson, Jo Midgley, Mandie Shilton-
Godwin, Justine Gibb, Ida Bradshaw 

3. Minutes of the last AGM March 12th 2019  

These were read and approved. 

4. Matters Arising  

There has been no AGM for two years because of 
COVID. Chair’s report covers activities during this 
time, including two successful Arts Festivals Virtual 
in 2020). 

Membership had remained stable with the 
number of new members slightly exceeding losses. 

5. Nomination of Officers:  

All Committee members stood down and 
expressed willingness for re-election. No new 
nominations were received. Peter Wright had 
volunteered as Secretary. 
The Committee was proposed and approved as 
follows (*bank signatories): 
 
Chair: Carolyn Kagan* 

Treasurer: Barry Whitmarsh* 
Secretary: Peter Wright 
Membership Secretary: Mary McGovern* 
Committee members:  
Cath Brownhill (Events Organiser) 
 Peter Topping (Arts Festival Director) 
Lindy Newnes (Youth Liaison) 
Hazel Gibb (Newsletter editor) 
 
Note: Steven Smith expressed interest in attending 
a Committee meeting to see if he would like to 
join. 
It was noted that members can volunteer and be 
co-opted at any time by contacting the Chair. 
Committee membership requirement is to be a 
Member of Chorlton Voice. 

 

6. The Chair’s Report  

The report had been circulated in advance of the 
meeting.– this was lengthy, so Carolyn Kagan 
summarised the most important points. A query 
was raised about the idea of preparing welcome 
packs in the future – this is to be explored further. 
Catherine Brownhill thanked Carolyn for all her 
hard work over the past two years; the meeting 
was unanimous in supporting her thanks and 
positive comments. The Chair’s report was 
proposed, seconded and agreed. 
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7. Treasurers Report  

Accounts were circulated in advance of the 
meeting. There were no questions about them. 
Barry pointed out that the Accounts are not 
independently audited in view of the amounts 
involved, but an audit would be welcomed if 
anyone were able to undertake it. If anybody 
knows somebody who might be willing maybe they 
could let him know. 

The report shows more expenditure than income 
as there are no membership fees so all income is 
from donations of raffle prizes at meetings and 
there have been no meetings during Covid.  The 
idea to invite members to set up standing orders in 
support of the Society was presented and it was 
agreed.  The Treasurer’s report was proposed, 
seconded and agreed. 

Carolyn thanked Barry for his work which includes 
bringing planning applications to the notice of the 
Society. New planning applications were discussed 
once the formal AGM had ended. 

8. AOB 
i. Thanks were also given to Mary McGovern, 

who keeps the members list up to date and 
makes sure members receive the regular 
newsletter or bulletin. All other committee 
members were thanked for their contributions 
over the last two years. 

ii. New planning applications - 516 Wilbraham 
Road and The Irish Club, both of which were 
reported in the latest newsletter. 

iii. A volunteer was sought to attend the Police 
Community Liaison Committee. Steven Smith 
declared an interest and was encouraged to 
contact Jenny Slee who is currently on the 
Liaison Committee.  

iv. There is a new picture of the Gaumont Picture 
House in the Sedge Lynn 

v. We may have an option to occupy an empty 
unit in the Precinct on a meanwhile basis – 
still being negotiated. 

vi. The Precinct owners have issued public notice 
of intention to sell, seeking offers from 
developers by 31st March. 

The AGM ended at 8.05pm 

 

Agenda Item 3. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 8th March 2022 

Minute 6iii Cath Robinson has been appointed to the Police Liaison Committee 

 

Agenda Item 4. Nominations for Officers, all of whom have retired and are eligible for re-
election. Please send nominations to chair@chorltonvoice.org or volunteer at the meeting. 
Nominations received so far are: 

Chair:  Carolyn Kagan 
Treasurer: Barry Whitmarsh 
Secretary – nominations welcome 

Agenda Item 5. Nominations of Ordinary Committee Members received to date: 

Peter Topping 
Catherine  Brownhill 
Mary McGovern 
Hazel Gibb 
Lindy Newnes 
Stephen Smith 
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4 vacancies  - Please send nominations to chair@chorltonvoice.org or volunteer at the 
meeting. 

 

Agenda Item 6. Chair/Secretary’s report

We are pleased to provide the Chair and 
Secretary’s report for Chorlton Civic 
Society. 

Communications 

Communications have been maintained 
throughout the year. We have issued six 
newsletters – most of them now delivered 
online. These update members on the 
different projects and on planning issues 
as well as items of local , regional or 
national interest. 

Currently we have 217 members (12 of 
whom do not have an email address); 
Thanks as always to Mary McGovern who 
does a great job communicating with 
members and maintaining the 
membership database.  

The new Chorlton Post has carried 
information about Chorlton Voice as well 
as about the Community Garden and Arts 
festival projects. This is a welcome 
addition to Chorlton and we will continue 
to help make it even more Chorlton 
focused. 

We have held 6 community stalls  which 
are  a great way of communicating with 
the public and recruiting more members 
as well as volunteers for the different 
projects.  

We have continued to have a social media 
presence.  The Arts Festival has boosted 
its Instagram pages 

(https://www.instagram.com/chorlton.art
s/)  which has led to a lot more 
engagement with other groups and 
Instagram users. Thanks to volunteer and 
photographer, Rodrigio Moctezuma Araoz 
for developing the Instagram pages along 
with some student volunteers. We would 
really welcome someone to oversee the 
social media side of things as this 
becomes increasingly important. 

Planning 

The committee has met monthly (more 
frequently if needed) to consider 
important local planning issues – about 6 
applications each month. Thanks to Barry 
Whitmarsh who collates the applications, 
communicates with members at meetings 
over planning issues, and liaises with the 
planning department at the Council. We 
have  noticed a steady increase in 
illuminated signs throughout Chorlton 
which is gradually changing the 
appearance of the district. There seem to 
have been fewer alterations to buildings 
made without the necessary planning 
permission this year. We have responded 
to concerns form residents about some 
developments, and responded to 
consultations.  Some challenges we have 
made have been successful, others not. 
We have reported those planning issues 
we have discussed  in the Newsletters to 
members. 
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Coop Good Cause and the 
Neighbourhood Investment Fund 

We were selected as one of the three 
Chorlton Coop’s good causes this year. We 
were also awarded just over £2,000 from 
the Chorlton Neighbourhood Investment 
Fund to help deliver the Arts Festival this 
year. 

Huge thanks to Barry Whitmarsh and 
Mary McGovern who keep good records 
of the different funds and their 
expenditure. 

Monthly Meetings, Trips and Social 
events 

We have resumed monthly meetings with 
a good range of interesting speakers. 
Attendance isn’t always high and we will 
need to address this in the forthcoming 
year. Due to the imminent Library closure 
for refurbishment, we have had to 
relocate to Chorlton Central Church. We 
held a summer social bring and share 
event in the Library just before it closed 
its meeting room – very enjoyable 
although not many people came along. 
We have also had a trip to the Chorlton 
Golf Club a the historic Barlow Hall for a 
pre-Christmas afternoon tea. Some 
members visited the Passivhaus built by 
Catriona and John Roussel (if you 
remember Chorlton Voice supported their 
planning application for the Passivhaus 
new build) – which was inspirational. 
Thanks to Cath Brownhill who organises 
the events. Any recommendations for 
places to visit or for speakers, please let 
Cath know. 

 

Governance 

Constitution – in July 2022 the Chorlton 
Voice meeting agreed to include a clause 
on asset disposal (which had somehow 
got lost when the new constitution was 
adopted in 2017. This will be ratified at 
this AGM (see Agenda). 
 
During the year the committee has 
produced or revised relevant policies. 
These incude risk assessment; privacy and 
data protection; Safeguarding; Child 
Protection; and Health and Safety. These 
are available to view on the Art Festival 
website and will be posted onto the CV 
website. 
 

Networking 

We continue to try to work collaboratively 
with others, finding issues of mutual 
interest. This is reflected in the Chorlton 
Alliance (https://chorltonalliance.co.uk/), 
which we convene and which meets 
quarterly to share information between 
groups across Chorlton. The Let’s 
Reimagine Chorlton group, which 
emerged from the Alliance, is now 
underpinning the creation of the Chorlton 
Community Coop, an innovation Coop to 
act as a conduit for information and to 
support other groups in Chorlton. The first 
achievement of the Chorlton Community 
Coop was organising the successful Great 
Get Together in September, at which we 
had a stall and helped to organise the 
Green Space.  

We have continued to be on the steering 
Group of the Chorlton Vision,  and have 
nominated a member (Cath Brownhill) for 
the Board, when it is created. Progress on 
the Vision is slow but we are getting 
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cooperation from the Council, so there 
should be more progress on the next year.  

We are still plugging away at getting the  
Chorlton Metro Lift Shaft decorated. The 
artist we were working with withdrew at 
the end of last year and we are now just 
considering 10- submissions from artists, 
following a public call out. We are 
optimistic this will be completed this year.   

The restoration of the Chorlton 
Community Garden,  along with Chorlton 
CLT and Chorlton Plant Swap and Our 
Green Chorlton has reached the point of 
having a plan, designed by LUC landscape 
architects, with resident involvement. We 
now need to apply for planning 
permission from the Council (as the land is 
considered to be within the curtilage of 
the Library, a Grade II listed building. 
Meanwhile we have held a number of 
workshops and community events and 
contributed to some of the Climate Action 
meetings in both Chorlton and Chorlton 
Park wards. We had the ground cleared 
and rebuilt the large back planter, which 
was then planted up as a forest garden. 
The linked Lottery funded project will now 
provide some grow kits to people new to 
growing vegetables and edible plants. We 
have planted some springbulbs (provided 
by Britain in Bloom), but are stalled in 
carrying out more work a) because of the 
need to get planning permission and b) 
because the Library refurbishment, 
scheduled to start in November, but still 
delayed, will mean the garden is unusable 
as scaffolding will be erected on the wall.  

We support and promote the work of our 
members Jenny Slee and Cath Brownhill 

who deliver Chorlton Lifesavers’ 
resuscitation training.  Early this year they 
reached the 1000 milestone in training 
local people in resuscitation techniques 
and the use of defibrillators. There are 
now 12 defibrillators in Chorlton  in 
addition to many more in health centres, 
doctors’ and dentists’.– all in all a 
magnificent achievement.  

Progress on all of these projects has been 
reported to members via the Newsletters. 

The unit in the Precinct that we were 
trying to obtain and make into a 
community hub this time last year, did not 
materialise – the expense of business 
rates and insurance would have been 
prohibitive – that is, if we had been 
successful in obtaining the requisite 
information. The lack of support form 
both property managers, owners and the 
Council for ‘meanwhile use’ of the empty 
units is staggering. The unit is, and has 
remained empty all year. 

All Things Arty 

The 2022 20th Anniversary Arts Festival 
was a great success with 167 events 
taking place in 67 local venues across the 
whole of the month of May. Eight schools 
were involved, supported by their 
teachers or by community artists.  

This year the Festival will be a smaller 
affair, returning to a week long event in 
May (19th-28th). 

In December we judged the Christmas 
window competition and awarded cups to 
Chorlton Bookshop and Object on Beech 
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Road. Thanks to the judging team from 
CV. 

Climate Action 

Members have contributed to the few 
events that have taken place in both 
Chorlton and Chorlton Park wards. The 
Arts Festival has an Environmental Plan 
and we have made some progress in 
achieving targets this year (for example, 
we have had less printing; more use of 
recycled materials; cessation of using 
materials with PVC). 

Conclusion 

As you can see, Chorlton Voice still plays 
an active role in Chorlton and takes the 
lead on many issues.  

Looking back at the number of initiatives 
we have supported and been involved 
with over the year, we should be  very 
proud that so much has been achieved 
given the small number of members who 
are actively volunteering their time and 
energy. Just think how much more we 
could accomplish if more people were to 
step forward to join the committee - or 
just to get actively involved in a specific 
project. 

Our priorities for the forthcoming year 
are: 

 Complete the painting of the 
Chorlton Metro lift shaft; 

 Work to get plans for the 
restoration of the community 
garden approved; 

 Deliver a successful 2023 Arts 
Festival; 

We have to be realistic as to what we can 
achieve with limited human and other 
resources – it would be great to have a full 
Committee as we move forward to try to: 

 Involve more people in the work of 
Chorlton Voice and attending 
meetings 

 Develop our links with schools 
 Develop our social media presence 
 Continue to work with others to 

keep Chorlton a great place to live, 
work and play. 

So, if you would like to join the friendly 
and supportive committee, please do get 
in touch – as you can see from the AGM 
papers, the role of Secretary is available, 
and we have vacancies for ordinary 
committee members. 

Carolyn Kagan, Chair and Peter Wright, 
Secretary 

chair@chorltonvoice.org  

February 2023 

 

Agenda Item 7. Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that our financial position has improved over the last year. 
Fundraising from donations and raffles has returned roughly to pre-pandemic levels.  The 
donations include annual payments made by standing order by a few members, which is 
particularly useful as it gives us some reliable income, not dependant on whether-or-not it is 
raining when we hold open meetings; I encourage other members to do the same.  
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We have also slashed expenditure this year. The annual payment for public liability 
insurance has been picked up by the Arts Festival budget.  We have reduced the costs of 
maintaining our on-line presence by not renewing most of our dedicated e-mail addresses.  
Although we have started producing newsletters again, we have carefully pruned the 
distribution list to remove members who have e-mail access; this year, the cost of printing 
and distributing the remaining hard copies has been picked up by committee members as a 
donation in kind, and so is not reflected in the accounts.  We were able to make a 
contribution to the Community Garden project, to cover initial expenses before external 
grants were received.  Not reflected in the 2022 accounts is the cost of hiring rooms at 
Chorlton Central Church (as we are not able to use the library meeting room pending their 
closure for refurbishment); that cost will appear in the 2023 accounts.  
 
The headline balance includes a sum of £1,284.67, which was transferred to us when 
Friends of Hough End Hall wound up in July 2020, on the understanding that, at some point, 
we would use it to support heritage projects.  We have yet to find an appropriate use for 
those funds.  
 
Use of our bank account to hold funds for Chorlton Arts and for other local community 
groups who do not have their own accounts continues.  This year we are also holding 
substantial funds for the Community Garden and Metrolink Lift Shaft projects.  Funds raised 
for Cancer charity during the 2022 Arts Festival also passed through the bank account.  
 

For the Accounts, see next page. 

 

Agenda Item 8. Constitution 

At the CV meeting in July 2022 it was agreed to insert a clause into the constitution. A 
similar clause used to be in the constitution but had inadvertently been omitted when the 
constitution was revised in 2017: 

On closure, after debts and liabilities have been cleared, any remaining assets will be 
transferred to one or more local constituted bodies with compatible purposes and 
agreed at the Annual General Meeting or Special General meeting. 

 

The meeting is invited to endorse this clause. 
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